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Non-CommissionED VETERINARY OFFICERS. 


At a recent meeting of the Council of the 
R.C.V.S. a report was presented from the Registra- 
tion Committee in which a resolution of Council was 
quoted—‘‘ That it should be considered unprofes- 
sional on the part of a member of the College to hold 
the appointment of Farrier, Farrier-corporal, Farrier- 
sergeant, or Farrier-Sergeant-major in any regiment 
—Regular, Yeomanry, or Volunteer.” A list of 
gentlemen holding such appointments was read and 
it was agreed to send each of them a copy of the 
resolution. 

In The Veterinary Record for October 25th we pub- 
lished a letter from a gentleman who apparently 
holds one of the undesirable appointments, and who 
argues that there is no more harm in the V.S. hold- 
ing a ‘‘ rankers ’’ position than in a doctor or solicitor 
acting as a private. In the abstract we quite agree 
with our correspondent, and we believe the Council 
would not object to any M.R.C.V.S. serving as 
private or non-commissioned officer—providing his 
professional title and duties were submerged. 

The objection is not toa man serving his King and 
country, but to accepting a subordinate rank when per- 
forming professional duties. A man may hold the 
position of Corporal or Farrier-Major in the Yeomanry 
Corps without any impropriety if he does not pose as a 
veterinary officer. The Army regulations say that a 
veterinary officer either in the Regular or Yeomanry 
service shall be a M.R.C.V.S. We should all be glad to 
see every Yeomanry regiment with a veterinary surgeon, 
but so long as the Colonel has the power of not making 
such an appointment, whilst he obtains veterinary service 
for his horses by employing a Farrier-Major, we think 
the Council is right in objecting as it does. The real tact 
is that Yeomanry have not yet got beyond the idea that 
4 veterinary surgeon is not “ an officer and a gentleman.” 
If a veterinary surgeon is properly appointed he becomes 
a member of the mess—but if he is attached as Farrier 
Major he is not a member of the officers mess. 
This is the position we desire to put a stop to. A man 
may be a gentleman and a private—there are thousands 
in yeomanry and volunteers. It is quite a different 
questicn when a professional man is forced into a “non- 
com" position because a Colonel and a snob, in opposi- 
tion to Army Regulations, wishes to avoid having him a 
member of the mess. 

._ The gentlemen who now remain in the positions ob- 
jected to by our Council are playing the game for the 
—y snobs, and are unwittingly delaying the time at 
—n a properly epociated veterinary surgeon shall 
M RG Lr right rank and position. In cases where a 
aah Ne 1s, according to the Army Warrant, a Veteri- 
inc > toa Yeomanry Corps we can see no objec- 
sane d alf a dozen other veterinary surgeons in the 
a tt holding positions inferior in rank. The evil 
‘Ss when a M.R.C.V.S. allows himself to be kept in an 


inferior position and t ; ‘ 
pointment,. hus blocks the way to a proper ap 





THE EFFECT OF MALLEIN ON MULES. 
By W.R. Davis, M.R.C.V.S. 


As I thoroughly endorse Mr. Wragg’s statement 
that “it is very desirable that the veterinary pro- 
fession should know whether the mule, which we 
have always looked upon as an animal most closely 
allied to the horse, will react to mallein although not 
suffering from the disease.” I cannot refrain from 
giving the result of my experience while at New 
Orleans in the use of that reagent in that animal, 
and it assuredly is that the manifestations are quite 
as diagnostic in the mule as in the horse. 

On the 25th Oct., 1900, assisted by Mr. Brownrigg, 
M.R.C.V.S., I inoculated 410 mules, on the 26th 400, 
on the 29th 599, and out of these 1409 mules no local 
swelling developed that had not disappeared in 36 
hours. 1372 of these mules were shipped on Nov. 
2nd and were under close observation until that time 
and no retarded local reaction showed itself. I think 
that it would be tedious to multiply instances like 
the above, and I doubt if any good rurpose would be 
served by doing so. It is sufficient to satisfy me at 
any rate that under satisfactory conditions mallein 
gives no reaction in a non-glendered mule. 

The principal condition is that the mallein shall 
be reliable and uniform. The mallein used on the 
dates given above was obtained from an American 
firm and gave a positive reaction in a horse and a 
mule affected with glanders when used the previous 
week. Mallein supplied by the same firm on several 
subsequent occasions, however, gave rise to local 
swelling in a good many non-glandered mules and 
horses. These swellings, however, were not the 
tense, painful areas so characteristic of the local 
effect of mallein in a glundered subject, but big, 
flabby, cedematous, almost painless enlargements 
which usually disappeared in a couple of days, or in 
the case of some samples of mallein, led to abscess 
formation and necrosis of portions, more or less con- 
considerable, of the subcutaneous and even of the 
muscular tissue. In consequence of this lack of uni- 
formity I asked to be supplied with English mallein. 
On its arrival I found that though it certainly 
came from England it had been made in Germany. 
Later we were able to use mallein from the Royal 
Veterinary College, and this seldom gave us any of 
the perplexing swellings that are apt to give trouble 
and confusion. 

During my stay in New Orleans I had three deaths 
in mules from septic infection from enormous swel- 
lings at the seat of inoculation and none of these 
animals were the subjects of glanders. One thing I 
have noticed about the mule after being inoculated. 
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The first use he makes of his freedom is to seek the 
dirtiest place he can find and roll over and scrub 
the inoculated spot on the ground. It is possible 
that in some cases, especially where needles of large 
calibre are used, the punctured part may be infected 
in this manner. The use of a fine needle is another 
advantage. I employed a human hypodermic syringe 
holding twenty minims and a fortified dental needle. 
Even mules offered little resistence during the 
operation, and we used to do them in a chute often 
without even a halter on. 

Let me add that I think that one can have a 





characteristic local reaction without the enlargement 
being either very elevated or very expansive. It is 
the tenseness, the solidity, and above all the great 
pain evinced when the enlargement is handled that 
is convincing. 

I used to inoculate at the base of the neck, and 
the fixed objective symptom a reaction gave was 
lameness. It seems to me that the local reaction in 
a glandered horse is due to a fibrinous or diphtheri- 
tic process, while the swellings seen after mallein in 
a non-glandered animal result from a serous exuda- 
tion.mostly. 








MULTIPLE EXOSTOSES IN THE HORSE. 


By Prof. Joun R. McCatt, M.R.U.V.S., 
Veterinary College, Glasgow. 


1 am recording this case under the above heading 
as I am unable to classify it under any of the recog- 
nised diseased conditions affecting bones. 

_Subject.—An aged bay carriage gelding, 16-2 hands 
high, the property of a large cab hiring firm in 
Glasgow. 

History.—In October, 1901, he was noticed to be 
losing condition and progressive cedema of the hind 
limbs, sheath, and floor of the abdomen appeared ; 
along with this there was extensive urticaria and 
instead of the usual small nodules, patches on the 
neck, sides, and flank became confluent and several 
— in diameter. 

axative and alterative medicine was prescri 
followed by iron and nux. vomica, but the a 








Fig. I. 


debility and cedema persisted, and it was fully two 
months before the horse recovered sufficiently to resume 
light work. After returning to work I saw him at 
short intervals and noticed that the muscles over the 
loins were wasting quickly, this suggested a renal 
affection, and on testing samples of urine albumed 
was found present in considerable quantities. 

Up till this time (February, 1902) there was 00 
lameness, but now the horse became stiff behind and 
seemed to have want of power more marked whed 
coming down hill. Swellinys on the bones of the limbs 
were now noticed, and as the horse was kept at work 
they increased in size and numbers till they assum 
the appearance depicted in figs. 1 and 2. 

It was now decided to have the horse destroyed 8 
he was wasting rapidly, being also very lame on the 
near hind and having considerable difficulty in "5 
ing. As the horse happened to be at the College 
when the May examinations were being conduc 
took the opportunity of showing him to several of 
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Fig. III. 





Fig. IV. 


the Examiners of the R.C.V.8. After photographing 
the horse he was destroyed, and on a careful post- 
mortem examination to my surprise all the internal 
organs were found healthy although anemic. 

Fig. 1. shows the bofiy enlargements fairly well in 
the regions of the hocks and fetlocks, also in the near 
fore above and below knee inside. The urticaria on 
the thighs is also demonstrated. 

Fig. 2. shows the wasting of the muscles over the 
loins, also the exostoses in connection with the near 
hind fetlock and hock. 

Fig. 3 shows the exostoses in tibial and radial 
bones. 

Fig. 4 shows exostoses on metacarpal and meta, 
tarsal bones, also on outside of os calcis, near hind- 
(the latter shown also in fig. 1). 


Remarks.—Unfortunately the bones were 
boiled or a microscopic examination of the 
soft tissues left after decalcifying might 
have revealed the nature of the disease, but 
when the bones were sawn across it was 
seen that the ‘‘chalky crumbling out- 
growths’’ were entirely confined to the 
periosteum, the underlying bone and 
medulla being perfectly healthy. 

On reference to fig. 3 and 4 it will be 
observedthat there exists a certain uni- 
formity in the position of the outgrowths, and 
it is also interesting that only the bones of 
the extremities were affected, and in no 
case were the articulations involved. From 
the history and appearance I think there 
can be little doubt that the condition is a 
constitutional one, it ‘differs in several 
respects from osteo-sarcoma, tubercle, or 
simple osteoma. 

1 exhibited the diseased bones to Pro- 
fessor Muir, Pathologist, Glasgow Univer- 
sity, and he stated that ‘ they somewhat 
resemble a similar condition in the 
human subject associated with the 
later stages of syphilis, or occasion- 
ally accompanying certain nerve 
lesions.” 

In conclusion | may add that 
during the course of this long ill- 
ness the patient never showed any 
marked elevation of temperature 
even when lame and visibly pained, 
and as this condition is unique to 
me I shall be pleased to learn of 
any practitioner who has met with 
@ similar case. 





ABSTRACTS FROM 
FOREIGN JOURNALS. 





Tue DeveLopMENT OF THE TREAT- 
MENT OF Mitk FEVER IN THE LAST 
Five Yrars.— By J. Scumiprt, 
of Kolding, Veterinary Surgeon, 

(Continued from page 250). 

Besides the reports on the water and air treatment 
I have also obtained from several graduates com- 
munications on the good results with the original 
potassium iodide and air treatment and I express 
my thanks here for these communications. 

Jt is no longer a matter of doubt that the pump- 
ing in of a large quantity of air, especially in unison 
with a dose of caffeine, is a visible improvement in 
the method of treatment. 

On that account one in general ought not to lose 
faith in the local and general anti-toxic effect of 
potassium iodide and a combination of potassium 
iodide solution with a copious supply of air will 
certainly also give the most favourable average result. 
A potassium iodide solution will immediately mix 
with the milk of the udder and in its thinned state 
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this milk wil! penetrate into all the easily accessible 
alveoli. Since a portion of this, especially in the 
underlying segment, is subject to severe pressure in 
the recumbent cow and is on that account cut off 
from the gland ducts one ought to perform the 
rather arduous and not always sufficiently performed 
task of massage and as far as possible bring the 
solution into all the alveoli. 

This task can be much lightened and considerably 
better performed if a large quantity of air is pumped 
in after the potassium iodide solution and on that 
account and by means of this aid all the solution is 
pressed into the alveoli. This is much easier’ if the 
patient is lying. If the cow is standing the udder 
must be kneaded a little after the infusion, and im- 
mediately after that the air pumped in, since a por- 
tion of the latter will ascend upwards above the solu- 
tion. From the alveoli a portion of the solution will 
penetrate first through the epithelial tissue and from 
thence will exert a local antitoxic effect on the 
mechanism of lactation. Afterwards the solution 
will be taken up into the blood stream where without 
doubt it will also exercise a general antitoxic effect. 

The experiments mentioned heretofore with intra- 
venous injections of potassium iodide solution deserve 
notice in this connection And a general effect is 
from time to time desirable especially if the system 
is permeated with poisonous nitrogenous products 
from the digestive canal or womb. By the exhibiting 
of potassium iodide and a great quantity of atmos- 
pheric air one can still rescue a percentage of 
patients and hasten recovery, and this is of no mean 
value and prevents numerous disappointments. On 
this account [ have for some time adopted a double 
treatment, first an infusion through each teat of + of 
a litre of a -7 (7/10th) to 1 per cent. solution of 
potassium iodide without air and then a pumping in 
of air. This can be accomplished with the custo- 
mary infusion apparatus when the funnel is removed 
after the infusion and a ball apparatus brought into 
play in its stead. 

In order to make the air of the stall dust free and 
at the same time lighten labour I used a double ap- 
paratus, a wide necked litre flask with a long 
and a short glass tube penetrating the cork, the short 
one in communication with an indiarubber tube with 
a milk catheter, the long one with a cylinder contain - 
ing sterile cotton wool, and this again joined to a 
ball apparatus. As a cotton wool holder a small 
metal cylinder is very practical. If one brings the 
pot. iodide solution in the apparatus a thick extra 
cork must be provided. In order to keep the ap- 
paratus sterile I like to carry the solution in a 
separate flask, let it cool down on the way and pour 
it into the apparatus immediately on arrival. 

When the teats and the neighbouring portion of 
the udder have been carefully washed with soap & 
clean hand cloth is put under the organ, the teats 
are disinfected and the hand cloth is at the same 
time moistened with the disinfectant. The litre flask 
is best held by an assistant whilst one inserts the 
milk catheter previously disinfected into one of the 
teats. Afterwards one takes the flask oneself turns 





one again turns the flask with the corks upward 
puts it under one’s left arm in order to have the hand 
free to hinder the sharp recoils of the rubber tubing 
and with the right hand one pumps air through the 
cotton wool receptacle and through the potassium 
iodide solution into the udder till one quarter is 
stretched sufficiently. Before one draws the milk 
catheter out in order to place it in another teat it is 
most important to knead the udder because a portion 
of the air pumped in, especially in easy milking cows 
will again stream away from the teat.—Ex. Berliner 
Thieriirzt Woch. 
G. M. 
(To be continued.) 


InteRvENoUs Ingection or Barium CHLORIDE IN 
Conic 1x THE Horse.—By P. J. Cantor. 


The use of barium chloride in colic was first intro- 
duced by Dieckerhoff, in 1895, when he published 
the results of 51 cases. 

A few months afterwards Brass published a second 
series of 186 observations, out of which 12 animals 
died, about 9 per cent, viz., 7 torsion of the large 
intestine, 2 of the small, 1 hernia through the meatus 
of Winslow, 1 with entero-peritonitis. The dose 
used by Dieckerhoff and Brass varied from 0°50 to 
1:25 grammes, 

The author reports a series of 32 cases in which 
0:30 to 1:20 grammes were used, with 3 deaths, viz., 
2 ruptured stomach, and 1 torsion of the small intes- 
tine. He considers that the drug is more energetic 
and acts quicker than eserine, pilocarpine, or areco- 
line. He agrees with the opinion given by the 
Berlin Veterinary School that it may be used with 
impunity if the dose is proportioned to the size of the 
patient, viz., 0°30 to 0-60 grammes for small, 0°50 to 
0:90 for medium, and 0°80 to 1-20 for large horses. 

Dahlenburg has used it in 32 cases without acci- 
dent ; and Griiner in 48, in doses from 0°75 to1 
gramme. In 2 cases he injected 2, and in 2 more 
3 grammes without ill results, except that the symp- 
toms produced were intensified. Hutyra, at Buda- 
pest, in 1897, used it in 0°50 to 1:20 grammes in 191 
cases withoutadeath. He observes that he reduced 
it to 0°50 grammes in those that showed signs of 
cardiac adynemia. 

The authors Griiner, Plattner, and Dahlenburg 
point out that fatal accidents arise from the action on 
the heart of large doses in a concentrated form, it 
arriving insufficiently diluted at the left side and 
coronary arteries, where by its action it causes tetanic 
spasm of the muscular fibres and almost instant 
death. Also in the majority of the cases in which 
death took place a few moments after the injection 
the quantity used was from 0°80 to 1:25 grammes. 
Smail quantities are, however, reported to have had 
fatal results, viz., Serbert 0°75, Mouilleron and 
Kreutzfeldt 0°60, and Ries 0-50 grammes. 

A careful analysis of the published cases shows 
that where death has taken place the attack of colic 
has existed for some time, that there is acute derange 


. ment of the circulatory system, that the pulse is very 


it with corks down and lets quarter of a litre of the | quick and feeble, that the systole is weak, or on the 


solution stream into the udder. 


After doing this, ; contrary the contrast of its force with the feeble pulse 
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is most marked, or that the patient suffered from 
old standing heart disease. In all such cases a small 
dose is indicated. 

Experience has also shown that small doses at 
frequent intervals produce the best results, viz., for 
the first injection 0°25 to 0°50 grammes, and in a 
quarter of an hour 0-20 to 0:30 which may be repeat- 
ed in 15 to 20 minutes. In those cases that have 
been neglected and where auto-intoxication has 
taken place by absorption from the intestines 0°25 to 
0:40 gram. doses should be used, repeated 3 or 4 
times with intervals of 15 to 20 minutes. 

M. Cadiot now treats all cases of colic in his clinic 
with barium chloride, using a solution of 1 to 30 in 
2or 8 injections with intervals of 20 to 30 minutes. 
In small doses it is still active, prompt in its action, 
and harmless. Brass and Witt at the Berlin School 
have given three thousand doses without a fatal re- 
sult. M. Cluyet, of the Paris General Omnibus 
Company, has treated 445 cases with 0-40 gram. doses 
at intervals of 15 to 30 minutes.— Recueil de Médecine 
Vétérinaire, Oct. 15th, 1902. 

Josoua A. Nunn, F.R.C.V.S. 








REPORT ON REMOUNT OPERATIONS IN 
CANADA, 


By General Sir R. Stewart, K.C.B., and Licut.-Col. 
Hoxuanp, R.A. 


(Exrracts]. 

We inspected horses purchased by Major the 

Honourable Ormsby-Gore at Toronto, and saw in- 
spection and purchasing of horses by Colonel Dent at 
Montreal; also 108 horses at Montreal which had 
already been passed. We also visited Quebec, where 
we interviewed Colonel Turnbull, an officer who had 
at one time raised at his own expense and commanded 
a regiment of cavalry, and who gave us some valuable 
information on the horse supply of the Dominion. 
The operations were nearly at a standstill, owing to 
the fact that the Canadian Government were buying 
2,500 horses for a Canadian contingent, giving 150 
dollars, whereas Colonel Dent was giving 140 
dollars. 
_ The demand for riding horses in Eastern Canada 
is small, and they are bred almost entirely for harness 
and trotting. This will account for their character- 
istic, as a class, which is that they are long-backed 
and badly ribbed up. 

The horses we saw had been carefully selected, but 
this characteristic was noticeable, apart from this we 
think them suitable, they have always been corn-fed, 
and are in good condition, and have good manners. 

_ We saw Colonel Dent and Veterinary-Major Rowe 
Inspecting and purchasing horses, and consider that 
it was well and carefully done: wing to the 
Canadian Government buying horses for the Canadian 
contingent, we were unable to see Major the Hon. 
Ormsby-Gore and Veterinary Surgeon Bowhill in- 
specting horses, but from Colonel Dent’s report, and 
from personal inspection of the horses passed by 
them, we consider that their inspection has been of 
@ proper description. Colonel Dent does not allow 


more than 100 horses to be passed in one day. 





- If there is satisfactory stabling and accomodation, 

the horses are left with the men from whom they are 
purchased, until required for shipping ; these men re- 
ceiving 40 cents. per horse per diem. Otherwise 
they are kept in the stockyards at Montreal at the 
same rate, under charge of Veterinary-Major Rowe, 
A.V.D. Only one case of glanders has occurred, and 
it is not considered necessary to operate with mallein 
on all the horses. These arrangements appear to 
have been satisfactory. Owing to the Canadian 
Government buying horses, so few were obtained by 
Colonel Dent that he would not have sufficient horses 
to make a shipload before June 15th. We were, 
therefore, unable to see any horses embarked. 

It is to be regretted that two agencies are at work 
purchasing horses for the Army in South Africa, and 
that the Canadian Government are giving a higher 
price than that offered by our remount officers, which 
must for the present make the task of finding re- 
mounts difficult. The Western Provinces, Alberta 
and British Columbia have only been worked for a 
short time during the Jast summer months, and we 
think it would be desirable to post an officer there 
throughout the open season, giving full information 
to ranch owners and breeders in that country that a 
certain centre, say Calgary, horses suitable for Army 
purposes would be purchased each year. 


RECORD OF EVIDENCE. 
Montreal, 29th April, 1902. 


Ist Witness :—Colonel H. F. Dent. 


2. Were you the first officer that came here for the 
Remount Depdt ?—Yes. 

5. From whom did you find out who were the most 
reliable dealers ’—From different people in going about ; 
for instance, in that part of Canada | think I relied a 
great deal on Professor Smith, and for this side of 
Canada on Messrs. McEachran, the Veterinary Surgeons 
at Montreal. 

34. What officers have you in the Commission subor- 
dinate to you?—Major Gore, 11th Hussars, Captain 
Chaplain, 10th Hussars, and Major Fell, of Yorkshire 
Artillery (the latter arrived yesterday), and Vet.-Major 
Rowe and Mr. Thos. Bowhill, Vet.-Surgeon 

35. Would you.also tell us names of the officers, as 
far as you can remember, who have assisted you since 
you first came out ?—In 1900, Vet.-Major Phillips, of the 
Regular Army, came out with me. He was not long 
out, being recalled by the War Office. He was suc- 
ceeded by a civilian Veterinary surgeon by the name of 
Dyer. 1In1901, when I went to the North-West Pro- 
vinces, Captain Maudslay was sent by the War Office as 
Assistant Purchasing Officer. 

36. As regards the officers who were first here associa- 
ted with you, and have since left you, did all of them 
give you satisfaction ?—No, not entirely. 

37. Will you state how!—Mr. Dyer, veterinary sur- 
geon, was a very difficult man to get on with, but I do 
not wish to have any rows with him ; therefore I pulled 
on with him until the Commission closed. I certainly 
would not have worked with him again. I found Cap- 
tain Maudslay very unsatisfactory, being most dilatory 
and unbusiness-like in his accounts, which I had great 
difficulty in getting monthly from him, and, on my re- 
turn from the North-West, he behaved so insubordinately 
to me that I applied for his removal from the Com- 
mission, and he was sent to Texas, to be under Colonel 
de Burgh. 

38. As regards these officers, with the exception of 
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their not having been quite satisfactory to you, their 
dealings—were they quite to your satisfaction and 
straightforward !—As far as I know they were per- 
fectly straightforward I knowof nothing against these 
gentlemen. : 

47. Are you quite satisfied with the officers who are 
now with you as purchasing officers and veterinary sur- 
geons ?—I might say that, in the case of Major Gore, he 
is one of the most conscientious, hard-working, pleasant 
officers that one could possibly have to do with, and I 
know positively as a fact that he does everything he 
possibly can to please me and carry out his duties ; but 
for the same reasons that he has not been allowed to 
command his regiment, I find, in some cases, he isa little 
wanting. ) 

48. But these failings do not militate against his 
judgment of horses ?—No ; he is a good judge of horses. 

49. Asregards the other officers?—They are quite 
satisfactory to me. 

50. D> you consider Captain Chaplin a good judge ?— 
Yes ; very keen, and a fair judge for so young a man. 
Major Rowe I have a very high opinion of, being per- 
fectiy sacisfactory in every way. 





REPORT ON REMOUNT OPERATIONS IN 
AUSTRO-HUNGARY. 
By Lieut.-General Sir M. Gerarp, K.C.B., K.C.S.1. 


The original purchasing stations at Syabadka 
(Maria Theresiapol) and Stublmeissenberg have now 
been given up--at the contractors’ request—and in 
the past six months 24,667 Russian cobs have been 
shipped. This change of purchasing ground was 
suggested by the dealers, and is probably not un- 
connected with the scarcity in Southern Russia. 

The 2,400 or so which | have seen are extremely 
compact, round barrelled, broad quartered animals, 
particularly good below the knee, and averaged 7 
years old. Some had been recently gelt, and I saw 
not entires. 1 thought the fetlocks in some cases a 
little light, some few were cowhocked, and many 
have straight, though short pasterns. Vet.-Colonel 
Queripel considers their feet particularly good, 
though these run small if anything. They, as is 
typical, have ugly heads, and most are extremely 
shaggy, with their long winter coats often caked with 
mud, as in some cases they pass the winter with no 
better shelter than the lee side of the haystack which 
supplies their forage. They seem absolutely free 
from vice, and almost without exception are quiet, 
good tempered, and not timid. 

They should undoubtedly do good, useful work and 
long marches on poor fare. but my one douot is 
whether they are capable of shoving along even a 
few miles at a fast pace should this be required of 
them. I have not, however, yet been able to see 
them ridden. Though so quiet that anyone can 
mount them, they come in many instances from 
districts (III. (1) ), where peasants practically never 
ride, and keep horses solely for carts. sleigh, and 
plough work. The most of those I looked at showed 
marks of the shafts, and not in a single case were 
there any saddle marks. 

As will be gathered from the foregoing, my 
opinion is that the present organisation is working 
smoothly and well; I think the Remount Officers are 
zealous and efficient, though somewhat handicapped 





by want of acquaintance with the country and 
language, and that Government is obtaining a very 
serviceable animal for its purpose—with the one 
doubt expressed in II. (3)—but I am not yet in a 
position to say whether they are not paying a higher 
price than is just and reasonable. 

As things stand, so much organisation would be 
required not only to buy, but to forward, feed, and 
stable horses, that the first few shipments by any 
new agency, even if bought cheaper in the first in- 
stance, would probably cost more when shipped than 
we now pay Messrs. Hauser & Co. 

With reference to the question in my instructions 
(1. 14, II.) as to whether the present stamp of cobs 
is in every way suitable, after having seen several 
hundreds of them trotted out and many of these 
ridden, I must say I adhere to my former opinion 
(II. (1) of 17th inst.), and think that the great 
majority of these have so far done nothing but cart 
or field work. I do not know if it is considered 
essential for what they may be called upon to do, but 
I am decidedly o/ opinion that they are, asa rule, in- 
capable of moving a couple of miles ata gallop, a 
trial to which, after their long journeys, one cannot 
well subject them to here. 

In all other respects they will, I am sure, do ad- 
mirable campaigning work, and at their own pace 
carry afairly heavy weight all day long, and they 
seem to possess all the other good qualities to which 
I alluded in my previous report. 

The Remount Officers, Majors Follett, Onslowe, 
and Captain Campbell, with Veterinary Officers Tagg 
and Farrell (the latter recently transferred here), 
seemed hard-working and keen at their work, and 
as Major Follett and C.V.S. Tagg speak German 
fluently, this greatly facilitates matters. 

During the days I was there 1,231 cobs were ex- 
amined, 888 being bought, with 229 rejected by the 
Remount Officers, and 114 by the Veterinary Sur- 
geons. 

Attached list (A) shows that of those rejected, 96 
were for general unsuitableness—e.y., light, cow- 
hocked, crossing, etc., etc., 60 lame, 39 over and 
13 under height, 87 worn or old, 26 cataract, 16 
long backs, 15 bad condition, 12 swollen legs, and 
29 from other causes. 

In round numbers, about 200 horses were seen and 
150 passed by each Remount and Veterinary Officer 
on each day I was present, and there was nothing 
for it but to work at this rate, as it will be seen from 
my former Report (I. (8) ). 2,400 cobs are due for 
embarcation from the 22nd to the 24th, and they 
often reach Agram only four or five days before- 
hand. 

The Remount and Veterinary Officers do their work 
conscientiously, and are satisfied that their summary 
examination is sufficient, and though perhaps they 
over-estimate their powers of observation, the only 
ones I saw passed which I would have been disposed 
to reject were some I thought extremely underbred, 
which point is very much a matter of Opinion. 

It would, however, I believe, be more economical 
altogether to employ a larger staff. One V.S. must 
be kept at Fiume, and three only are available for 
the two purchasing depdts, though a fourth is, 
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believe, expected. As 6,500 horses have to be | 
bought in April, and as one cannot regulate their 
arrivals, which depend on the contractors the bulk of | 
these will probably have to be passed in less than 15 | 
working days. Even granted that they are equally 
distributed to the two depéts, this would mean 140 
animals to each Remount Officer and V.S. a day—| 
no matter what the weather and light may be. Per- | 
sonally, I think the limit should be 100 in a day, | 
as no matter how good a man may be his eyes | 
get tired. | 

As cobs cost Government £43 each at the Cape 
(VII, 2) if even one useless remount were saved out 
of each shipload, this would amount to £300 a 
month, and far more than this might result from 
extra supervision. 

The purchasing officers at present at Stryj are 
Major Cole, I.S.C., and C.V.S. Hubbard, and they 
seem to me the best I have yet seen. I had heard 
that C.V.S. Tagg is somewhat slow at his work, but 
this seems to be a fault on the right side, as he ap- 
pears to be very careful. 

I also see that Remount and Veterinary Officers 
to accompany transports are invariably sent out over- 
land to Fiume, which with baggage must come to 
about £15 ahead. As in many cases they could 
have travelled gratis by the transport herself —as 
two captains have told me—I draw attention to the 
fact, though probably there is some good reason for 
this procednre. 








SOUTH DURHAM AND NORTH YORKSHIRE 
VETERINARY MEDICAL ASSOCIATION. 


The fourteenth annual meeting was held at the North 
Eastern Hotel, Darlington, on Friday, September 12th, 
the President, Mr. W. N. Dobbing, of Darlington, presi- 
ding. There were present: Messrs. J. Clarkson, Gar- 
forth ; Blackburn, Barnard Castle ; Hill, Darlington ; 
H. Peele, Durham; Wilson, Yarm; Smith, Stokesly ; 
E. H. Pratt, Northallerton ; J. H. Taylor, Darlington ; 
P. Snaith, Bishop Auckland ; A. Peele, West Hartlepool ; 
G. Dudgeon, Sunderland ; A. Forbes, Bishop Auckland ; 
and W. Awde, hon. sec., Stockton. 

Letters of regret for inability to attend had been re- 
ceived from several gentlemen, including Mr. Leggett, 
F.R.C.V.S,, of Middlesbrough, who was to be elected 
that afternuun, and Mr. Barker, of Stokesley. | 

The minutes of the last meeting having been adopted, 
on the motion of Mr. Taylor, seconded by Mr. Snaith, 

The SecrErarRY intimated that since the previous 
+ rg the Royal Institute of Public Health had sent 
> ex he notice asking them to send a delegate to attend 
the Congress at Exeter. The invitation only came dur- 
ne b pe first week in August, far too late to arrange to 
dee: anyone. He consulted with the President and they 

ag not to call a special meeting. 

—_ DupcEon asked if the Secretary replied to the 
elect that the notice was too short’ 

ag PRESIDENT said he had done so. 

Wie ~, motion of the Hon. Sec., seconded by Mr. 

a on, Mr. Leecerr, F.R.C.V.S., of Middlesbrough, 
nal elected a member of the Associatiou. 

lee § 4 ON. SEc, and TREASURER submitted his accounts 

heen with year which showed that the Association 

nyse t ith a balance in hand of £19 2s. He had received 

Scriptions this year £5 5s. and there were arrears 








Bgiubscriptions to the amount of £12 15s., of which | 
* Was 1n respect of the past year. He thought the! 


subscriptions should be paid in if possible or written off 
as bad debts. After paying all expenses they had a 
balance in hand of £11 11s. 8d. They had also as assets 
a number of useful instruments. 

Mr. SNaiTH moved the adoption of the balance sheet 
and suggested that the question of outstanding subscrip- 
tions be adjourned til] the next meeting. 

Mr. A. PEELE seconded and it was agreed to. 

The Hon. Sec. intimated that he had received com- 
munications from the Royal Counties, and the York- 
shire and Lincolnshire Veterinary Medical Associations 
relative to the treatment of members of the Army 
Veterinary Department. 

The CHAIRMAN said he thought the resolution and 
the terms of the letters addressed to Mr. Brodrick should 
receive their hearty support. They certainly should be 
put on an equal footing with the medical men in the 
Army. 

Mr. TaYLor proposed that asimilar letter to that sent 
by the Yorkshire and Lincolnshire Association be sent 
by that Association to the War Office. 

The CHAIRMAN seconded and it was agreed to. 

Mr. CLARKSON said as one the members of tae Com- 
mittee who assisted in drafting the resolution he could 
tell them that in addition to sending a copy to the 
various associations they also sent a copy to each of the 
members of Parliament in their district as they thought 
it might be some additional help. 

Mr. TayLor thereupon proposed that a copy be sent 
to each of the members for the county of Durham and 
the North Riding of Yorkshire, and Mr. Dudgeon having 
seconded, the motion was agreed to. 

A communication was read from the Eastern Counties 
Veterinary Medical Association containing a resolution 
which had been sent to the Council of the Royal College 
of Veterinary Surgeons, urging the necessity of securing 
the return of a member of the profession as a Member of 
Parliament. 

Tne PrEsIDENT thought it very desirable they should 
be represented in Parliament. 

Mr. Pratt said he believed the resolution was the 
outcome of aspeech made by Mr. Fraser, a gentleman 
who had attended one of their meetings. He thought 
the idea was worthy of every support from all veteri- 
nary surgeons. He had been surprised on reading 
debates of anything pertaining to veterinary work at the 
great ignorance displayed by their Members of Parlia- 
ment. (Hear, hear.) If a member of the profession 
could be sent to the House of Commons he would be 
able to correct thé mistakes which were continually 
being mode and which were creating false impressions 
in the country. He would also be there tc criticise a lot 
of the work done in the country by the Board of Agri 
culture. Therefore it was their bounden duty tu do 
everything in their power to get the idea brought to a 
head. He proposed that they send a letter to the 
Royal College urging the desirability of endeavouring 
to geta member of the profession elected to Parliament. 

Mr. A. PEELE seconded, and the resolution was 
adopted. 

The PRESIDENT said before vacating the chair in favour 
of his successor, Mr. Pratt, he had a very pleasing duty 
toperform. They were all aware that since their last 
meeting their worthy Secretary had taken to himself a 
wife. As soon as he (the President) knew that this was 
about to happen he consulted one or two local members 
and suggested that they should seize the opportunity of 
recognising in some tangible form the valuable services 
rendered by Mr. Awde to that Society. He therefore 
circularised the whole of the members and late members 
of the Association with the result that he had a very 
hearty response each accompanied by a letter wishing 
Mr. Awde every good wish in his new venture. The 
present consisted of a solid silver teapot suitably in- 
scribed, to afford them comfort, and a pair of silver 
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candlesticks to enlighten the darkness—(laughter)— 
which he trusted would meet with the approval of the 
subscribers and of Mr. and Mrs. Awde. He asked Mr. 
Awde to accept the present from the members and late 
members of that Association as a slight recognition of 
his valuable services and untiring zeal as their secretary 
with their hearty good wishes that Mr. and Mrs. Awde 
might long be spared to enjoy the use of them. (Ap- 
plause. 

Mr. Awpbsg, who was warmly received, said he felt 
more than he could express. He was very grateful to 
them for the very handsome present they had given him 
and for the hearty good wishes which had been extended 
to his wife and himself. During the fourteen years he 
had been secretary of that Association he had endeav- 
oured to do his duty to the best of his ability, and he 
could say it had always been a labour of love. He did 
it without any hope of reward. He had the interests of 
the profession at heart, and of that Association in par- 
ticular, and he had worked to further its aims to the best 
of his ability. Mr. Dobbing went with him to the wed- 
ding and he told him on the way that that presentation 
was in progress, so that he could nut say it was quite 
unexpected. On behalf of his wife and himself he had 
much pleasure in accepting the gifts and the good wishes 
expressed for their welfare in the future. (App.) 

The SECRETARY said they would remember that at the 
last meeting the proceedings of a committee appointed 
by the veterinary inspectors of the district to consider 
the question of fees paid to the profession by the County 
Council were laid before them. Since that meeting 
communications had been sent to the local County Coun- 
cils, and the Chairman of each of the Diseases of Animals 
Committee has acknowledged the same and promised 
that at the first meeting the letters would be laid before 
the respective committees. 

Mr. Pratt, on taking over the presidency of the 
meeting, said he was much obliged to the members for 
having elected him as president, and assured them that 
he considered it a great honour. ‘The first thing it was 
his pleasure to do was to propose that a vote of thanks 
be accorded the late president for the way in which he 
had carried out the duties of the office during the past 
year. He had wound up the year ina manner which was 
gratifying to them all in making Mr. Awde a present on 
behalf of the Association. (App.) 

Mr. H. PEELE seconded the motion, which was carried 
with acclamation. 

Mr. DosBinG suitably returned thanks, and said what 
he had done had been a labour of love, and he hoped the 
Association would continue to prosper. (App.) 


PRESIDENTIAL ADDRESS. 


The PrResIDENT then delivered his inaugural address. 
He said one of the main things he intended dealing with 
was the question of the representation of the profession 
in Parliament, but as the matter had already been venti- 
lated that day he could only add «. few words in support- 
ing the resolution they had already adopted. A great 
deal of good could be wrought if they could succeed in 
getting a member of their profession returned to Parlia- 
ment. He could work for the benefit of the veterinary 
surgeon, and no one had more right to come first in de- 
bating the diseases of animals than a member of their 
profession. In some of the speeches made he had noticed 
that the veterinary surgeon had been slighted, and even 
the President of the Board of Agriculture had tried to 
make out that they didn’t know their work. But how 
could men who were not trained in the diseases of 
animals know better than those who were? It was only 
an excuse to get some of their own favourites into the 
best positions. Then they might doa lot of good if they 
worked more in harmony. They ought to get more 
members into their associations and educate the general 





public. In the present day the general public didn’t 
understand the veterinary surgeons art and they required 
educating. (Hear, hear.) If they could only put their 
heads together and present a better front they would be 
in a considerably improved position. The veterinary 
profession had advised the Board of Agriculture. They 
had stamped out a great many diseases and there was 
yet plenty of work to be done. It was time some other 
diseases were scheduled and taken up by the Board of 
Agriculture. He came across a gentleman the other day 
who suggested what might be done on commercial lines. 
In a certain business the men engaged in it had a small 
combine and when orders went round instead of cutting 
each other’s throats they had a round table conference 
and decided what todo. He thoughtif they could come 
to some such arrangement they would do much better, 
and be thought more of by the general public.— 
(Applause.) 


NOTES ON ABDOMINAL PAIN AND ITS 
TREATMENT. 
By Mr. J. Cuarkson, Garforth. 


Mr. J. CLARKSON then read a paper on “ Abdominal 
Pain and its Treatment.” At the outset he expressed 
the pleasure it gave him to read the paper, and he went 
on tu remind those present that the discussion was the 
thing and the paper merely the introduction to it. He 
said : My excuse for choosing a subject so wide and one 
to which I can do such scant justice, is its great practical 
importance to us in our every day work. I know of no 
other, with the possible exception of influenza, to which 
our services are so frequently requisitioned, and certainly 
none which offers such immense difficulties in its diag- 
nosis, | do not mean that abdominal pain 1s difficult to 
diagnose, but the exact condition giving rise to it is 
especially so—in fact I believe a th impossible in 
the light of our present day knuwledge, and it is only by 
exchanging experiences and comparing notes that we 
may hope for improvement in the future. 

Abdominal pain may arise from many diseases of the 
gastric and intestinal tract, mainly but not invariably 
caused by errors of diet or parasites and from diseases of 
the various other organs contained in the abdomen, such 
as the liver, kidneys, bladder, etc., conditions which are 
too numerous to particularise in the time at our dis- 
posal. I do not propose to consider the, shall I say 
general symptoms, symptoms common to almost all 
torms of abdominal pain, but I should like if possible to 
bring out in the discussion the special, constant, or diag- 
nostic symptom of any particular form of abdominal 
lesions which may have been noted, and to bring the 
paper within bounds | will merely indicate several 
points which seem to me interesting and very debatable, 
and one which I should like confirmation or cor- 
rection. 

Commencing with the stomach in gastric tympanitis 
there is, in addition to the eructations of gas, usually 
great difficulty in exhibiting Huid medicines and very 
often an interval of increased pain after their exhibition. 
If actual eructations are not present there is a very de- 
cided bubbling sound on listening at the horse’s breast. 1 
have thought sometimes there is a characteristic hugging 
of the ground when the horse is down in gastric impac- 
tion, and though cerebral symptoms are generally de 
scribed as being present I have not found it so. 

Vomition is not invariably present in rupture of the 
stomach, and _ when present is not always diagnostic 0 
this lesion. _I have seen it in rupture of the colon. + 
peculiar quick jerky form of pain difficult to descr! 
has in a few instances seemed referable to the sma 
intestines. Great dilatation of the rectum (ballowing) 
and the desire to press backwards is often present 10 
impaction of the colon. Sighing, in addition to prostta- 














November 8, 1902 


THE VETERINARY RECORD 


293 





tion, pallid mucous membranes etc., is often present in 


rupture of an organ. Apoplexy of the bowels is often | 


discovered on puncturing to relieve the almost invariably 
attendant tympanitis, by the escape of disorganised 
blood from the lumen of the bowel through the canula. 


Patchy perspirations I have not found reliable aids to | 


diagnosis, a remark which may be extended to the 
various positions assumed by the patient and to the 
lace a horse appears to indicate when looking back at 
bis side or sides. 

Biliary colic, except in fatal ruptures and other grave 
cases, is often characterised by dulness, and protracted 
uneasiness more than violent pain. Absolute loathing 
of food, coated and discoloured and foetid fseces, with 
yellowness of mucous membranes later on, simall rup- 
tures of liver tissue and not involving the capsule are of 
fairly frequent occurrence. Renal colicis generally of a 
violent nature, and characterised by frequent attempts 
at stretching, and groaning, but its exact nature can only 
be determined by rectal examination of the bladder. 


I can indicate no symptoms by which we can deter- | 
mine whether the patient is suffering from either one or | 


other of the following: intestinal calculus, volvulus, 
intussusception, mesenteric hernia, and enteritis. 

Coming to treatment the first question which arises is, 
Is a purgative indicated? Personally, I think very 
seldom. In simple cases of colic, the exhibition of a 
purgative which takes some time to operate, though 
safe, seems to me a waste of time, necessitating as it 
does the animal playing for one or two days, whereas 
most animals treated with a stimulant combined with 
carminatives are ready for work the following day. But 
many cases which apparantly commence as simple colic 
develop much graver symptoms, and then often a purga- 
tive such as aloes has done incalculable harm. In cases 
of impaction of the stomach where the bowels are 
healthy, such a case in fact as would in human practice 
be relieved by vomition, I regard as the ones suitable 
for an aloetic purgative, but where the pain is referable 
to the intestines, purgatives are better withheld. 

I believe we have a larger number of cases caused by 
aneurism of the anterior mesenteric artery than is gener- 
ally imagined, and that many cases of recurrent colic are 
due to this cause. The first attack is not of necessity 
the fatal one, but by portions of the thrombus becom- 
ing detached and being carried as emboli to form plugs 
in the small vessels of the caecum and colon, that portion 
of the bowel wall supplied by the vessel is rendered 
anzemic with diminished or lost peristalsis and stasis of 
its contents. Here, as in enteritis where the function 
Is entirely lost, in intestinal calculi, volvulus, intussus- 
ception, etc., a purgative is contra-indicated. Where 
aloes is deemed inadvisable oil is often used, being con- 
sidered milder and safer, but I think oil has many 
faults. [ regard it as slow and uncertain in its action 
aS a purgative, and when used as a vehicle it inter- 
feres with the rapid absorption and reflex action of 
the more active remedies with which it is exhibited 
and greatly retards their action. My experience is that 

can get a prompter and more powerful action from 
anodynes and antispasmodic if oil is not used. I had one 
case In particular which had been liberally dosed with 
oil before I was called in, and though the case lasted 
four days before recovery took place I was never able to 
get satisfactory action from medicines given by the 
— - immediate relief followed hypodermic injec- 
ns n cases of irritant poisoning oil is one of the 
still © remedies to prevent absorption of the poison 
“. Lemaining in the alimentary canal, as well as to 


sheathe and protect the mucous membrane, and a 
remedy which does this must I think limit absorption. 
. +Ost mortem examination often reveals huge quanti- 
unabsorbed medicine in the stomach of horses 
as vehicle or purgative, and par- 
The spirits 


ties of 
jn oil has been used 
cularly of the medicaments soluble in oil. 





ot tinctures, etc., being only loosely mixed and easily 
| separable are not perhaps prevented from acting to the 
| same degree. 

| In speaking of simple colic before I mentioned the use 
|of stimulants and carminatives. These are usually 
| sufficient without anodynes, but if the pain is very 
severe then anodynes become necessary. And though it 
has been somewhat under a cloud latterly I think opium 
| in one of its forms is still the best. No drug in the 
| pharmacopeeia has the same power of paralysing the 
| bowel by stimulation of the splanchnics as is possessed 
‘by opium, whether given hypodermically or by the 
| mouth, an action which is absolutely essential in the 
treatment of many of the conditivns we are considering. 
| The sensory centres and the different nerves (including 
the sensory) of all organs are depressed, and the func- 
tions of the sensory nerve terminations are lowered or 
arrested, rendering the transmission and perception of 
painful impressions difficult. But very large doses (as 
one often hears of being given) by paralysing the splan- 
| chnics, induce peristalsis and stimulate the cord, giving 





| rise to symptoms which following on a case of abdominal 
pain may easily mislead. Dr. Harley, in Dun’s Materia 
Medica, thus describes the toxic symptoms “ That the 
spinal cord is implicated appears to be indicated by the 
rythmical character of the movements, the horse scrapes 
the ground for hours together, begins and ends with a 
regular tread from side to side, or goes round and round 
continuously in the same direction. There is an evident 
tendency to forward movement, together with inaction 
of the hind legs.” I have often seen cases quoted where 
8 and 12 grains of morphia have been exhibited hypo- 
dermically followed by smaller doses at intervals, | 
consider these far too large, and I seldom fail in getting 
anodynes and hypnotic action by grs. ij. or iij. with little 
or no excitation. The hypodermic method is as a rule 
best, one gets an accuracy of dosage—impossible when 
given by the mouth, an uncomplicated and rapid action, 
an action which can be maintained for a considerable 
time by repeated moderate doses. 

Many practitioners combine atropia with morphia, 
and it is an excellent combination, the atropia correct- 
ing the liability to derange digestion possessed by mor- 
phia. In cases of obstruction of the bowels I find the 
solid opium given as a bolus, combined with ammonia 
carb, and carminatives in the shape of the essential oils. 
I generally used the mixed vils of cloves, peppermint, 
and cajeput (if tympanitis is present) answer perhaps 
better than the tincture, or if it is desirable to push its 
use still further a combination of opium, belladonna, and 
chloral hydrate forms an excellent anodyne. Cannabis 
indica is another anodyne which has found much favour, 
but [ cannot allow it the superiority over opium rightly 
used which is sometimes claimed for it. 

In cases characterised by tympanitis the essentia! oils, 
ammonia, wether, and chloroform, or carbolic acid, are all 
extremely useful combined if necessary with an opiate. 
Turpentine is one of the favourite remédies in this disease 
and an excellent anti-tympanitic and anti-spasmodic it is 
but the same action can be obtained by the use of the es- 
sential oils with none of the ill effects on the urinary tract 
which commonly follows the use of turpentine. In 
diarrhoea attended with tympanitis carbolic acid of gly- 
cerine is most effective combined with an opiate if much 
pain is present. In protracted cases of obstruction due 
to atony with little or no pain after the first day or so 
carbonate of ammonia, and nux vomica as a stimulant 
and tonic to the muscular cuat of the bowel is useful. 
Often in these cases one is tempted to force matters by 
giving a purgative, but it is seldom wise, particularly 
in old horses. If time is allowed, recovery, tiough pro- 
tracted, is almost certain. 

There are still two remedies [ have not yet men- 
| tioned—barium chloride, and eserine. The former is, I 
' think, too violent in its action to be used with safety 


| 
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Eserine in ? to gr.j. doses injected hypodermically or 
intravenously is also extremely rapid in its action and 
should only be used after careful consideration, and not 
at all to old horses, which usually have very thin intes- 
tinal walls, or rupture may be caused. Though I sel- 
dom use aloes I do sometimes use eserine though I treat 
it with the greatest respect—which seems somewat con- 
tradictory, but you have in eserine, by the rapidity of its 
action, a diagnostic agent of no mean value which is not 
the case with slower acting aloes. If in, say, half an 
hour after hypodermic or preferably intravenous injec- 
tions no result has taken place—that is no feces or 
-flatus have been passed (the pain will be immensely in- 
creased, you may with certainty regard your case as hope- 
less, and you will probably have hastened the end. Pilo- 
carpine in 2 to 3 gr. doses is often combined with eserine 
and it assists and perbaps lessens the danger by throw- 
ing out a quantity of fluid into the intestines. 

In the external treatment of abdominal pain I prefer 

fomentations and friction with local anodynes, such as 
solutions of opium or belladonna, to count:r irritation. 
In the surgical and mechanical treatments, bleeding 
has fallen much into disuse probably as a reaction frum 
the indiscriminate bleeding practised without rhyme or 
reason by our predecessors, but in protracted cases the 
abstraction of a moderate quantity of blood often gives 
a remarkable amount of ease. In every case of abdomi- 
nal pain the rectum should be emptied and as thorough 
an exploration made as possible. So much may be dis- 
covered in this way—the condition of the mucous mem- 
brane of the rectum itself, of the colon, the bladder in 
the horse, the prostrate glands, the position of the ani- 
mai during the exploration, etc., etc., all help, perhaps, 
in making an accurate diagnosis. Enemas are most 
helpful and should be employed in the majority of cases. 
I do not like the force pump so often employed, the ani- 
mal so often strains against it. I prefer gravitation but 
not the ordinary Gamgee funnel, [ use an ordinary funnel 
and as long an indiarubber tube as circumstances will 
allow. By this means which gives the strong angnlar 
gentle pressure of a long column of water, a larger 
quantity can generally be introduced than by the inter- 
mittent force of a a pump. 

Anodyne enemas are invaluable and I rarely pass the 
catheter until I have tried the effect of an anodyne 
enema, except perhaps in the mare. Anodyne supposi- 
tories may be classed under the same heading, often 
giving an immense amount of relief. In cases accom- 
panied by tympanitis it is often necessary to give relief 
by puncturing before medicines have time to act or even 
in some cases to be administered, and [am very strongly 
in favour of doing so early—not allowing the patient 
to become exhausted or almost dead before operating. I 
cannot call to mind a single case where harm has followed 
puncturing—using always as thorough antiseptic pre- 
cautions as possible—and [ have punctured largely 
whenever and wherever it has seemed necessary, in both 
flanks, near the linea alba or through the rectum. 

_ Does rolling give rise to volvulus? I do not say this 
is impossible, bat I think it seldom occurs. I generally 
allow the animal to have much of his own way in the 
matter—he is the best judge of the position which gives 
him most ease—though no fixed rule can be given. If 
an animal is tympanitic, particularly in gastric tympani- 
tis, 1 endeavour to keep him on his feet on account of 





|} NOW. 


the danger of rupture of the distended organ, though | 


even here the animal 


\ seldom throws himself down 
violently. 


I should have mentioned before the utility 


of auscultation of the abdomen and at the same time | 


have pointed out how easy it is to be mi 
. : mislead t 
bowel sounds. slead by the 
The P Discussion. 
e PRESIDENT said they had had a most int ; 
paper on a subject which 08 eresting 
In their practice. 


was occurring almost every day | 


Mr. TaYLor agreed that it was a most practical paper. 
Mr. Clarkson appeared to appreciate the difficulty they 
all had in diagnosing cases. They got a case of twist, 
and then perhaps death ensued in twelve hours, whilst 
one had known a well marked twist last for three days 
and all the time there was no indication of anything so 
seriously wrong. It was slow pain that one found in a 
twist as arule. With regard to calculus they didn’t get 
so many cases as they used to do. In towns, however, 
they were quite common, and where he was in practice 
in Manchester they used to get a great many, and they 
were difficult to diagnose. You might get early deaths 
and in others lingering on for a considerable time. He 
heard of one the other day that lasted for three weeks. 
The horse obtained a deal of relief from treatment but 
the whole symptoms presented themselves again, and on 
a post-mortem being made three large calculi were found. 
He thought they could diagnose a case of rupture of the 
stomach very well. You got sickness and food coming 
down the nostrils. In enteritis it was difficult to know 
when a case had commenced, but if they came toa case 
where they had clammy sweats, haggard expression, hur- 
ried breathing, and the inclination to lie down that was 
so well known to them all they could depend upon it 
they had enteritis pretty well marked. As regards treat- 
ment, he agreed with Mr. Clarkson, and he thought a 
great many cases were lost through not puncturing 
early. He knew a case where an animal came off a 
jcurney tremendously distended. It was eructating gas 
and you cou'd get practically nothing down. He let 
out an enormous quantity of wind and she got relief al- 
most immediately, and in an hour or two afterwards 
he was able to give her medicine. There was no difficulty 
in taking antiseptic precautions because they could 
always get some boiling water to cleanse their trocar 
With reference to giving aloes he thought if one could 
not get relief after giving a couple of colic draughts, 
the best thing was to give a dose of aloes, because if you 
didn’t you would find the pain continue. In an ordin- 
ary case of impaction of the bowels the better plan was 
to give the aloes straight away. As regards fomentation 
he considered it of great benefit, but in the country 
they could not manage so well as in the towns. With 
reference to oil he didn’t like it at all. It was most 
nauseating, and especially in cattle. It was also very 
unreliable, one couldn’t depend upon its action at all, 
and he thought it was an agent that ought not to be 
adopted. With reference to hypodermics they were of 
great value indeed and onght to be largely used. Re- 
ferring to eserine, he got rather disgusted with it at 
Manchester for he got little result, and he had not 
used it for some time. A friend,of his, however, told 
him of a case he had of impaction of the stomach and the 
animal got into a frightful state. His friend resorted to 
bleeding, but that gave no relief, and he then gave the 
animal eserine. This gave action of the bowels and the 
horse never looked back. Mr. Clarkson bad not men- 
tioned chlorodyne. He preferred it before opium because 
the latter was very nauseating. 

Mr. SnaitH said the paper had interested him very 
much, especially as he had a case under treatment just 
The previous Sunday he was called to see a big 
cart horse which was suffering from abdominal pain He 
was informed she had had two colic mixtures, and the 
animal had also been given linseed oil. He didn’t give 
a very promising diagnosis because the pulse was sma 
and weak and the horse was in great distress, and c0 
in certain of the extremities. After administering 


morpbia hyperdermically and some medicine he retura 
on Monday. The pain had subsided to a large extent 
but the bowels had never been moved. He administer 
further physic but did not succeed in getting the bowels 
opened until the Wednesday, and never toa large extent. 
There was then no inclination to feed. When he exam 
ined the animal on the Monday the temperature 
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animal was shaking. They wrapt him up and he (the 
speaker) came to the conclusion that the horse had had 
a chill and ‘inflammation of the lungs had set in. On 
Wednesday the temperature had gone down to 104, and 
on Thursday the animal again showed abdominal pain, 
although the temperature was still falling. One indica- 
tion that he was suffering from abdominal pain was that 
the animal got up much the same as a greyhound dog 
and stretched himself to his full extent and then went 
back as far as he could without overbalancing himself. 


‘The bowels had not been moved for two days, and the 


animal was at that time in the same position. With 
regard to calculus he was away a short time ago and ®n 
returning found an old ware suffering from an injury to 
the foot. As the mare could neither rest lying, or in the 


-slings, or standing—she was suffering extreme pain—he 


advised that she be destroyed, as she was only wearing 

herself out. A few days afterwards he was told she 

had a couple of hundred stones in her of varying size. 

se got about three dozen of them, some of which he pro- 
uced. 

Mr. DupGEoN said that for the last 25 years he had 
been trying to get diagnostic symptoms of bowel diseases 
but like most other people he had failed. He had 
thought certain things in reference to certain cases, but 
his next post-mortem had upset the theory altogether. 
Where you had a gastric disturbance the patient was 
more inclined to lie wich his feet out or with his feet 
underneath him, whereas where you have the trouble in 
the intestines they put themselves in all positions. In 
serious cases of bowel complaints there are few surgeons 
who would say that such and such a lesion was there. 
You know the bowels are diseased, and you may think 
there’s a twist, and when the patient dies your post- 
mortem examination disappointed you. Many years ago 
‘he was called toa case in a big hurry. He saw the pony 
sitting on its haunches with his fore feet planted fairly 
straight out vomiting ashe had never seen an animal vomit 
since. When he got there next morning the animal was 
all right, and it lived for some years afterwards and had 
no medicine. (Laughter.) In the majority of cases of 
ruptured stomach he had seen novomition. He thought 
the bowels were a great guide, especially in cases one 
had to watch, and he agreed that it was not necessary in 
at least two-thirds of the bowel complaints to give 
physic immediately. In fact he was getting chary of 
giving physic. He wanted to know how the case was 
going to turn before administering physic. In conclusion 
he said Mr. Clarkson’s paper was of the practical sort, 
— was of the greatest benefit to a Society like 

eirs, 

Mr. Hix said that the last few years he had been dis- 
gusted with linseed oil as a purgative. It seemed so 
uncertain and the animal seemed nauseated after it. 
One symptom had been mentioned characteristic of 
stomach impaction, and that was hugging the ground. 

n raising himself from the ground the animal puts all 
the weight he can upon his chest. He was called toa 
good draught mare which bad been in pain some six or 
seven hours. Her bowels and temperature were normal, 
and there was little pain when he saw her. He exam- 
\ned the rectum and he thought the animal had a twist. 
The mare died an hour after he left. He made a post- 
mortem and found there was a twist. A case of calculus 

ad been mentioned. He had a case where he found the 
calculus 10lb. in weight. The animal died of septic 
pneumonia. 

Mr. Witson said that in twist of the bowels he had 
eg In every case when he had been there in time 

oh ere had been a sort of involuntary twitch. He 
a cay it would be noticeable some hours afterwards. 

h © cases of tuberculosis of the spleen he had noticed 
t 6 rolling referred to. 

Mr. Forsgs said that in two cases of twist he had had 














-gone up to 105, and on Tuesday it was 106, and the | recently there had been vomition, and in one there was 


In both instances the vomition 
had following the use of eserine. His idea was to give 
aloes at the very commencement. ‘The diagnosis of ab- 
dominal pain seemed to be a difficulty with most of 
them and he knew it was with him. 

Mr. DosBinG said he agreed with the remarks of Mr. 
Clarkson as to the use of the hyperdermic. He believed 
in the early use of the trocar when there was a distended 
bowel. Linseed oil he thought very obnoxious, and 
never used it. 

Mr. Awpbe remarked that no practitioner was long in 
practice before he experienced bowel cases, and the 
closer one looked at those cases the more complex they 
appeared. His experience had been that one formed 
conclusions as to what was the matter and the best mode 
of treatment, and the post-mortem usually revealed an 
extremely different condition of affairs. When he first 
went into practice linseed oil was used as a purgative, 
but he had given it up long since. He had never found 
any bad effect from aloes. He had pushed the use of 
eserine for all it was worth, but had met with no success. 
He. believed you could get a rupture from its use, par- 
ticularly in old animals. With regard to vomition he 
had noticed a horse vomit frequently in cases of flatu- 
lence. He knewno anodyne better than chlorodyne, and 
that he used for bowel troubles. 

The PRrestDENT said he believed when eserine was used 
it should be given some time after opium. 

Mr. CLARKSON, in reply, said he quite agreed that 
horses having cases of twist were in violent pain early on 
but then there was simply a gradual sinking away. With 
regard to ruptured stomach, he had said that vomition 
was a diagnostic sign, but he agreed you could have 
vomition without ruptured stomach. The theory with 
regard to ruptured stomach was in question. One set of 
authorities seemed to think the rupture took place 
through vomition owing to the violent exercise, and 
another section from other causes. With regard to lin- 
seed oil he was glad to hear so many of the members 
agreed with him, he was rather in favour of opium tak- 
ing the precedure of chlorodyne. As far as the use of 
eserine was concerned he agreed that it was dangerous to 
give it to uld horses, for he didn’t hesitate to say that it 
had caused a Jarge number of ruptures. 

Mr. TayLor proposed a hearty vote of thanks to Mr. 
Clarkson for his paper, and expressed the hope that it 
would not be his last visit. 

Mr. DuUDGEON seconded, and remarked that it was one 
of the most practical and interesting papers he had ever 
listened to. 

The motion having been warmly accorded, Mr. Clark- 
son said he hoped to have the privilege of meeting them 
again. 

Mr. NicHotson, of Walsingham, was nominated as a 
member of the Association. 


a rupture of the colon. 


THe ANNUAL DINNER. 


Subsequently the members sat down to an excellent 
dinner, Mr. E. H. Pratt presiding. 

The loyal toasts having been duly honoured, 

Mr. H. PEELE, who occupied the vice-chair, proposed 
the “ Army, Navy, and Reserve Forces.” 

Captain AwpbeE responded, remarking that if the 
Government gave more encouragement to the Volunteers 
than they had done in the past there was no doubt they 
would be of great service tothecountry. Hitherto there 
had been too much of the niggardly policy shown towards 
volunteers. If the Government would only grant them 
modern weapons instead of those obsolete tuings they at 
present possessed he had no doubt they would be as well 
able to hold their own in any wars in which they might 
be engaged as the Regular Forces. 

“Success to the Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons,” 
was proposed by Mr. A. Peele, who said it would be of 
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reat benefit to them to have a member of the profession 
in the House vf Commons. He hoped the Council of 
the College would be able to carry that matter through. 


The “South Durham and North Yorkshire Associa- | 


tion” was proposed by Mr. Clarkson, and Mr. Awde 
responded. 

Several other complimentary toasts followed, and dur- 
ing the evening songs were contributed by Messrs. H. 
Peele, W. Awde, J. H. Taylor, and others, Mr. Stephen- 
son presiding at the piano. 





CHARGE OF CRUELT\ AT FOLKESTONE. 
VETERINARY SURGEON SUMMONED. 


At Folkestone Police Court on Friday, Edward Dive, 
in the employ of Mr. John Meenagh, of Dover, was sum- 
moned for cruelty to a horse, and Mr. Meenagh and Mr. 
Theodore Chas. Toope, veterinary surgeon, of Dover, were 
summoned for causing the same. 

Mr. Colam, barrister, appeared for the prosecution, 
and Mr. Mowll, of Dover, for the defence. 

Mr. Colam, in opening the case, said the offence would 
be an ordinary charge but for the fact that one of the 
defendants was a veterinary surgeon. The case briefly 
was that Edward Dive was found working a horse while 
it was suffering from wounds which were discharging. In 
consequence of what he was told by Dive, the officer saw 
Mr. Meenagh, a mineral water manufacturer, of Dover, 
who said he left the horse to his driver, but he knew it 
had a bad back. He then said he left it to his veterinary 
surgeon, Mr. Toope, who told him to work the horse, 
and if he was stopped torefer the person tohim. When 
Toope was seen by the officer he boasted that he had 
driven the R.S.P.C.A. Society out of Harrogate, and he 
would break it up here The Bench would therefore 
have to decide whether this defendant made an error of 
judgment, or whether he did it for some ulterior 
motive. 

Inspector Chas. Wilson, R.S.P.C.A., said on September 
15th he was in Canterbury Road, when he saw Dive 
with a black mare attached to a van containing mineral 
water bottles. He noticed the horse fidgeting about, and 
in consequence told the driver to remove the saddle. He 
found two wounds, one on either side of the spine imme- 
diately under the saddle. That on the near side was 
about the size of a two shilling piece ; the other was the 
size of half a crown. The surrounding parts within a 
radius of from 34 to 4 inches were considerably inflamed 
and very sensitive, the touching of them causing the 
animal to arch its back and prance with pain. Witness 
found the felt pad (produced) which was not secured in 
any way, but simply laid between the saddle and the 

wounds. It was covered with blood and pus. He called 
a police constable’s attention to the matter and then saw 
that the animal was led home In consequence of what 
Dive said, witness saw Mr. Meenagh and told him about 
the mare. Defendant said: “ Yes, I know she went to 
Shornclitfe. I was there myself. I saw the mare in the 
stable on Saturday, and the sores were healing up. I 
leave the care of my horses to my men, and | trust them.” 
In the presence of witness, Inspector Yates said : “ Know- 
ing the condition of the mare, why did you not take her 
under you supervision?” Defendant replied, “ Well, it 
itis neglect on my part. I pass the stable morning and 
evening to and from home, but I have not time to look 
in. At the sametime I have put both my mares under 
the care of Mr. Toope, and he has advised me to work 
them. I have not followed his advice, put have kept one 
mare in several days. I know I am in fault, and you 
can put the blame on me.” Subsequently witness saw 
Mr. Toope and told him of his conversation with Mr 
Meenagh. Toope said: “ Yes, they are both working by 
my instructions, providing the caution I gave is taken. T 





have attended them fora long time, and saw them as 


recently as Friday last, when the wounds were healing 
up. It isaserious thing for horses to be laid up a long 
time. I do not agree with allowing cruelty ; on the 


other hand, I do not countenance persecution, and I do: 


not agree with the methods of the Society. 1 got them 
ousted out of Harrogate.” Witness pointed out the 
animal to Inspector Yates the same evening, and he had 
the animal examined by a veterinary surgeon. 

Mr. Mowll: Did you have an intimation about this 
horse from someone else ?— Yes. 

Mr. Mowll: Was there nothing else besides this piece 
of felt under the saddle ?—No. 

Mr. Mowll: Are you certain ?—Yes, or else I should 
have taken possession of it. 

Mr. Mow]! : Did you notice a bootlace tied round the 
pad to keep it in place ?—No ; directly the saddle was 
unfastened I took this out. 

Inspector Yates, R.S.P.C.A., said he had had 21 years 
experience. He examined the animal on the 15th Sep- 
tember at Mr. Meenagh’s stable and found the two 
wounds on either side of the spine. The horse was ex- 
amined by Mr. Crowhurst and Mr. Ditmas. The wound 
had no dressing on at the time, but appeared to have 
been treated with astringents. 

William Carey said he was in the employ of Messrs. 
Pearson. He had been in the employ of Mr. Meenagh as 
caretaker and driver for fifteen months. He left in 
August, and the wounds came about two months before 
he left. Witness told Mr. Meenagh about them and re- 
fused to drive the mare. Witness saw Mr. Toope cut a 
quitta out of the mare’s back, and she was sent the same 
day to Shorncliffe with 40 dozen of mineral water. Wit- 
ness left Mr. Meenagh in consequence of refusing to 
drive the mare. 

Mr. Mowll: There were two black mares ?—Yes. 

Mr. Mowll: Were you asked to drive this mare! 
—Yes, to see if she was all right before paying for her 

Mr. Mowll. Did you not leave the employ of Mr. 
Meenagh in consequence of a question about three 
—_ minerals?’—{ did not know anything about 
them. 

Mr. Mowll: Were you accused of getting rid of three 
ome minerals for your own purpose by Mr. Meenagh! 
—iNO, 

o Mowll: Were you held responsible for them? 
—Yes. 

James Crowhurst, F.R.C.VS., of Canterbury, said he 
went to see the mare on the 19th September. He found 
two sores on either side of the spine, which were healing. 
From the appearance of the sores then he would judge 
that the horse was not fit to work on the 15th. Wit- 
ness saw some matter and blood on the pad produced 
by the Inspector. In his opinion the proper treatment 
was rest, and the horse would be fit for work 10 
ten days. 

Frank Ditmas, M.R.C.V.S., said he saw the animal at 
the same time as Mr. Crowhurst. He saw the wounds 
and examined the pad. : 

Mr. Mowll : Do you agree that the horse would be fit 
for work in 10 days ?—Yes, with proper treatment. 

John Meenagh, carrying on business asa mineral water 
manufacturer at Dover, said he bought the mare from 
Mr. Hammond for 17 guineas, about June 20th, and she 
was in good condition. On the 2nd September he bad 
her treated by Mr. Toope,and she was worked on Mon 
day the 15th for the first time. Mr. Toope told witness 
to use a pad, and said the mare was ready for work five 
days before witness really had her used, 

Mr. Colam: Who cut the pads ?—Mr. Toope cut the 
first, and the second was cut by my man. 

Mr. Colam: Is your suggestion that all the matter 
came on the pad on the morning of the 15th /—Yes. 

Mr. Colam: Do you suggest that the pad was Pe 
fectly clean when your man left home ?—Yes. 
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Theodore Chas. Toope said he was a veterinary sur- 
He had been attending 
Mr. Meenagh’s horses for the past two months. He ex- 
amined the mare in question on September 2nd, and the 
wounds appeared to be healing. On the morning of the 
8th he again examined the animal, and found only a 
simple dry scab. The horse was not worked until the 
15th, and then a pad was used. The pad produced was 
not the one he cut, and the one produced was used for 
the other horse when witness cut out the sitfast. On 
the 16th he told the Inspector he advised that the horse 
should be worked, and he still declined to give up that 
position. The horse had been worked in skeleton 


~ harness. On the 17th witness took an impression of the 


wounds (produced). Witness gave instructions for a 
dcuble pad to be used. 

Mr. Colam : Yousay the blood on this pad came from 
the quitta which was cut out of the other horse ?—Yes. 

Mr. Colam: Then how does the bloud come upon each 
side of the pad ?—-I cut out two sitfasts. 

Mr. Colam : That is an amendment to your statement 
when you said you cut out one. 

Edward L. Dixon, a veterinary surgeon, said he ex- 
amined the black mare the previous day, when he found 
two scars about the size of a shilling, and for some dis- 
tance round the skin was peeling. 

Francis C. Golden, who has lately been employed 


.as civil veterinary surgeon to the Imperial forces, 


said he examined the mare on Saturday, and found 
two small scars a little larger than a shilling. He thought 
the horse was fit to be used if proper precautions had 
been taken. 

Percy Hogben, a veterinary surgeon, of Folkestone, 
said he saw the mare on the previous Tuesday, when she 
seemed in a fit condition to work. He would have 
ordered the use of a pad. 

Mr. Colam: Would you send the horse to work if 
there was matter on the wound ?/— Yes, if it was only a 
small quantity. 

Mr. Colam : What do you mean by a small quantity ? 
—If there was only some slight muisture. 

_ Edward Dive said he was driving the mare on the day 
in question. He was told the mare was fit for work on 
the 15th, but he must use two pads. Before coming to 
Folkestone, witness tied the pad to the saddle with a 
plece of boot lace. 

the magistrates retired, and returning to Court, the 
Chairman said they had gone carefully into the evi- 
dence, and had come to the conclusion that the case was 
proved against Mr. Meenagh He would, therefore, be 
fined £2 and £2 18s. 6d. costs. There was not enough 
evidence against Mr. Toope to warrant a conviction, 
— Bench would give him the benefit of the 

Mr. Colam asked for the dismissal of the summons 
against the driver, as he was working under the instruc- 
tions of his master, and this was granted by the magis- 
trates, who said the Society would have their costs re- 
mitted.— The Dover Standard. 











Vaginal Catarrh in the Cow. 


. Raedzir has made a special study of this disease and 
ae many useful observations. In the discharge and 
Pm gn eee he has found a streptococcus which 
a te well on glycerine agar, urine agar, and broth, is 
all ee meee, does not liquify gelatine, stains with 
vey asic analines, but not gram. The culture quickly 
rent S virulence. From the constant presence of the 
~*reptococcus in the discharge from a catarrhal vagina 


prc the culture produces the typical disease experi- 
odie , the writer considers it to be the cause. The 
re has not produced the disease in the ewe, rabbit, 








or guinea pig. Usually the disease is spread by contact, 
and by bulls. Among bulls examined 15 showed great 
inflammation of the penis, with swelling of the sheath ; 
two had a collection of dirty grey matter in the prepuce. 
An affected cow was put to a clean bull who repro- 
duced the disease in healthy cows. Treatment consisted 
of simple irrigation with a permanent tampon of asepti- 
cised cotton in the vagina, this being of more service 
than tbe irrigation, but unless it is practised regularly and 
changed daily it is useless. This with isolation, wash- 
ing the bull’s penis, and other usual methods always 
eradicates the disease. 

For irrigating and soaking the tampon the writer has 
cured in 300 cases by hyd. perchlor. 1-5000, also with 
solution of creolin, lysol, septoform, bacillol, and ichthy- 
argon, the latter being the drug he prefers, as 1-1000 
destroys the streptococcus in two minutes and cures in 
ten days.— Berliner Thier. Woch. 





Vaccinating Welsh Hounds. 


It is stated that Major R. Williams Wynne, master of 
the Flint and Denbigh hounds, has instructed Mr. T. C. 
Howatson, M.R.C.V.S., St. Asaph, to vaccinate all the 
hounds and puppies against distemper. A great many 
puppies have died from the disease, and as this is the 
tirst pack in the country to be vaccinated against dis- 
temper, the result will be watched with interest by the 
masters of hounds.—Liverpool Mercury. 








OBITUARY. 


We regret to learn of the death of M. Andre Sanson 
on August 25th, 1902, at Saint Palais sur Mer (Charente 
Inferieure) at the age of 76, M. Sanson had held the 
post of Professor of the National Agricultural Institute, 
and the National School of Agriculture at Grignon, also 
that of Inspector General of the Animal Sanitary Service 
of France. He was a profuse writer on agricultural mat- 
ters and his best known work “ Trait de Zootechnie” in 
five volumes ran into four editions, the last of which was 
published last year. M. Sanson graduated from Alfort 
Veterinary School in 1848. 








ARMY VETERINARY DEPARTMENT. 


Extract from London Gazette : 
War Orrice, PALL MALL, Oct. 31. 


The King has been graciously pleased to give Orders 
to the undermentioned officers and soldiers in recogni- 
tion of their services during the operations in South 
Africa to bear the date of August 22nd, 1902 :— 


ArMy VETERINARY DEPARTMENT. 


D.S.O.—Vet.-Lieut.-Col. R. Pringle, Vet.-Major F. W. 
Sharp. 

To be Vet.-Lieut.-Col.—Vet.-Major F. W. Forsdyke. 

To be Vet.-Capt.—Vet -Lieut. F. U. Carr. 

D.C.M. —Sgt.-Farrier MacSweeney (5th Victorian 
Mounted Rifles), Cpl.-Shoeing-Smith N. R. Turner (H 
Battery Royal Horse Artillery). 





The following Veterinary Officers have been presented 
with the Coronation Medal :— 

Vet.-Colonel F. Duck, C.B., Director General A.V.D. 

Vet.-Lieut.-Colonel J. A. Nunn, C.I.E.,D.8.0., Deputy 
Director General A.V.D. 

Vet.-Captain G. H. Evans, Indian Civil Veterinary 
Department, in charge of Indian contingent. 

Hon. Vet.-Lieut. W. S. Mulvey, 2nd-Lieut. Ist 
Middlesex (Victoria and St. George’s Rifle Volunteers.) 
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CORRESPONDENCE. 


ARMY VETERINARY OFFICERS. 
Sir, 

I have read the various articles in your valuable 
journal re the above with great pleasure, and I feel 
confident that something will now be done. 

As numbers of well known members ofour profession 
hold His Majesty’s Commission as veterinary officers in 
the Auxillary Forces. hope when the concessions 
desired are granted they will not be forgotten. 

In the A.V.D. I think they ought to have Army rank. 

Why not have a R.A.V.C. similar to the R.A.M.C. 
We shall never get the men we require until this is an 
established fact, 2.e. Captain, Major, Colonel, Royal 
Army Veterinary Corps, give them better pay and 
quicker promotion. 

We should certainly have a reserve of veterinary 
officers. I think the a. South African campaign has 
shown very forcibly the need of this. Veterinary officers 
of A.V.D. and Auxillaries should be eligible up to a 
certain age, and during absence of veterinary officers 
A.V.D. the veterinary officers of Auxillary Forces should 
be employed. 

On looking at a recent Army List I noticed there were 
many I.Y. regiments without veterinary officers both at 
bomeand abroad. It isevident that veterinary surgeons 
do not jump at these appointments. Compare the pro- 
motion of the medical officer with that of the veterinary 
officer, it speaks for itself. 

Now that concessions are being made to the A.V.D. I 
hope the Auxilliaries will not be left out. We want 
Promotion to rank of Vet.-Captain 74 years service. 

“ - Vet.-Major 15 ,, “ 
If we volunteer for active service we ought to retain 
the rank we hold and not be asked to join another regi- 
ment in a lower rank, and those who join the Reserve of 
Veterinary Officers ought to have a retaining fee of so 
much per annum. 

I appeal to the members of my profession who hold 
His Majesty’s Commission that they will use all the in- 
fluence they can to get the above concessions granted, 
knowing that the various veterinary societies and mem- 
bers are doing their best. 

Ver. OrriceR AUXILLARY ForceEs. 





PARLIAMENTARY REPRESENTATION, 


Sir, 

If you will permit me I desire briefly to express my 
views upon this —— and upon the remarkable speech 
delivered by Prof. M’Fadyean at the Council meeting 
held on October 10th. [ am very pleased indeed to 
observe from your leader in issue dated Oct. 25th that 
you regard this matter o/ considerable importance, and 
that you are not disposed to imitate the example of Prof. 
M’Fadyean by pouring ridicule upon the scheme of Mr. 
Fraser. To my mind the Professor's attitude is wholly 
inexplicable. 

If your report of Prof. M’Fadyean’s speech is correct I 
cannot but feel that this gentleman was guilty of an ill- 
mannered attack upon mie, especially as, owing to my 
absence, I was unable to reply to him acioss the table In 
scientific matters Prof. M’Fadyean has attained some dis- 
tinction, which I for «ne am proud of, and desire to give 
him full credit for. In regard to political questions his 
views appear to me to be narrow in the extreme, as 
must be apparent to every member of the profession 
who carefully reads his speech. I think the profession 
should at once be informed that the project has tempor. 
arily fallen through owing to the manifest difficulties 


. 
4) 





which beset the scheme, and certainly not because the 
views of the Professor have been in the least degree ap- 
proved by the Council. One might almost say that per- 
haps he is the only member of Council, indeed almost 
the only member of the profession, who holds the view 
that our profession would not be advanced by direct 
parliamentary representation. 

Mr. Fraser, to whom the credit of this project should 
be given, opened the subject before the Parliamentary 
Committee in the most convincing manner, and at once 
expressed himself conscious of the difficulties to be faced, 
but with commendable pluck insisted that they were 
capable of beingovercome. At the outset of the opener’s 
speech, before the subject could have received the Pro- 
fessor’s consideration, this gentleman poured ridicule 
upon the whole project, indeed his conduct hardly ap- 
peared to me at all consistent with an earnest desire to 
further the interests of the profession. As to myself, it 
is untrue that I asked the profession to render me finan- 
cial assistance for parliamentary purposes, or that I 
delivered an election address. What transpired was 
this ; just prior to the meeting of the Parliamentary 
Committee Mr. Fraser, quite to my surprise, approached 
me on the subject, [told him the matter required careful 
consideration from many aspects, that I had been con- 
sulted with reference to fighting a certain constituency, 
and that an opportunity might possibly arise of my 
endeavouring, in my feeble way, to help the profession, 
but that at the present time I hardly felt justified in in- 
curring the responsibility of neglecting my practice at 
the Bar and incurring the heavy financial liability which 
the fighting of a wide country constituency would incur. 
I expressed my desire to Mr. Fraser to help the profes- 
sion, whether I were assisted or not, and concluded by 
saying that under certain circumstances, which of course 
he understood, I should feel myself justified in writing 
him on the subject. It is apparent, therefore, that I have 
not asked the profession for financial aid. 

I ask the members, not the professor, to consider 
whether the profession in which I am now engaged has 
received no advantage from direct parliamentary repre- 
sentation? The fact is so self evident, I think, as to be 
manifest to the meanest intelligence. What do my 
fellow members think of such language as this? “ It will 
only necessitate that some of us should pour an addi- 
tional quantity of ridicule on this most absurd proposal 
to insure its final burial. There are some positions and 
statements which I think are not deserving of serious 
argument for their refutation, but are most properly and 
effectively treated by ridicule, and I venture to say this 
is one.” Is this the Professor’s honest conviction, or has 
the language emanated from a jealous mind anxious to 
crush a project, irrespective of the well-being of the 
profession, because some little honour may accrue to 
another member of that profession? In my humble 
judgment the latter is the only possible interpretation of 
such language. At any rate the Editor of The Veterinary 
Record does not regard it as absurd, nor does he shower 
ridicule upon honest efforts. Again, scientific pursuits 
should produce a logical mind. Is there any logic 1 
such an argument as this? “Then by way of showing 
the absurdity of it I would only like to ask him to assent 
to the somewhat wider statement that it is desirable that 
architects should have an architect in Parliament, that 
tailors should be represented by a tailor, that chimney 
sweepers should be represented by a chimney sweeper 
and soon.” The argument here is that if one calling 
will derive benefit from representation all callings W! 
which on the face of it is absurd, because Parliament has 
not yet reached the stage of legislating as to how 4 
chimney shall be swept; nor has it yet declared this 
calling to be a profession, nor do chimney sweeps enjoy 
statutory privileges. 

Further, a constituency would hardly entertain the 
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question of nominating a chimney sweep, nor would 


such a person if elected to Parliament have the ear of 
this assembly to any degree whatever, whereas a trained 
veterinary surgeon would at any rate command some at- 
tention when veterinary matters were being discussed. 

Professor M’Fadyean then proceeded to deal with the 
value of my prospective services, and in my absence used 
language which many of my colleagues resent. Especi- 
ally, I think, is such treatment to be deplored, be- 
cause I in no way sought to have my name mentioned 
in connection with Mr. Fraser’s scheme. I say no more 
than this, that I think it a pity that one whe claims to 
be acultured man should resort to such methods in the 
absence of the man whom he is attacking. [ respect 
There are other 
expressions in his speech akin to that which [ have 
taken exception to, but I think the more dignified 
course will be to treat them with the silence of 
disdain. 

As to other arguments adduced they are on the face 
of them shallow in the extreme. The fact of a veteri- 
nary surgeon being returned to Parliament would mani- 
festly not deprive the House of Commons of the valuable 
advice of Col. Duck and Mr. Cope, nor would the Coun- 
cil of the Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons be less 
able to make its power felt ; indeed most of jus believe 
that additional weight would be given to their Council. 
There are other points in the Professor’s speech equally 
fallacious. I feel, however, my space is not unlimited 
and I must perforce pass them by. 

Col. Nunn has, I understand, been approached with a 
view to becoming a candidate if a seat can be found for 
him ; in so far ashe is concerned I should be pleased to 
speak in his behalf, and more, procure speakers to aid 
him in his efforts. I care not who the man is; so long as 
his efforts are directed towards elevating the profession 
I will do all Ican to assist him. I do .not seek the 
honour myself, [ may aspire toa seat in Parliament as a 
representative of another profession not as a veterinary 
surgeon. If I fail in this effort I shall bave had the 
satisfaction of knowing that 1 have used my feeble 
efforts in a laudable direction, and that at any rate 
failure has not resulted in harm to the profession of my 
early life. 

_ The Professor says one would enter Parliament under 
false pretences if one obtained a seat by the aid of 
funds subscribed by veterinary surgeons. I can only 
Say that a person believing such nonsense as this is 
totally destitute of political knowledge, and is more 
fitted for scientific pursuits. 

I have some confidence in the grit of my fellow mem- 
bers, and refuse to believe that they will be influenced 
or deterred from their object by a few difficulties that 
look like being overcome, or that they will be awed by 
the Jealous ridicule of a gentlemen who has distinguished 
himself scientifically, but whose world is confined to the 


mere walls of the Royal Veterinary College of Camden 


Town.—Yours faithfully, 
W. FREEMAN BARRETT. 
Fountain Court, Temple. 


P.S.—I regret my letter was not in time for publica- 





tion in your last issue, and observe with satisfaction that | 


. least one of your correspondents does. not arprove of 
€ attempt to silence with ridicule. 


Mr. MCKENNY AND THE R.C.V.S. 


116 Stephen’s Green West, Dublin, 
October 31st, 1902, 
gi To the Editor of the Veterinary Record. 
Oa ; ‘ 
an your issue of the 25th inst in your continued report 


of Veterinary Surgeons which was held on October 10th, 


€ quarterly meeting of Council of the Royal College ; 


1902, I perceive that at the said meeting statements have 
been made by Professor M’Fadyean and Mr. Mulvey 
respecting myself, which I hold, as published, are most 
misleading and libellous, as they are calculated to injure 
my reputation. 

I therefore request that in justice to the profession 
and to myself you will publish in full in an early issue of 
your paper the correspondence on the subject matter of 
the statements referred to, a copy of which I enclose. I 
find that the first communication received from Mr. A. 
W. Hill has been mislaid. I also enclose a copy of the 
Exhibitor’s Circular and Hand Book of the Royal Dublin 
Society’s Horse Show, published in 1898, and request 
you will publish the articles therein complained of.* 

Now, taking with the foregoing correspondence the 
subsequent action of the Council in reference to the 
appointment of the Secretaryship of the Board of Exam- 
iners for the Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons, 
Ireland, in my opinion it is proved beyond a doubt that 
the members of the Council acting in this matter have 
not only stultified themselves, but that their conduct 
with reference thereto is disgraceful, and renders them 
unsuitable to hold the honourable office which we, the 
members of the professicn, have elected them to fulfil. 
Is it not monstrous that having elected a secretary, when 
the same gentleman is put forward for re-election, to 
vilify him by making misleading statements of him with 
reference to former disagreements which he (the secre- 
tary, myself) not only challenged the Council to a final 
issue upon, as will be seen by the correspondence, but 
with reluctance was compelled to severely rebuke them 
for their conduct in the matter? It therefore appears to 
me that under the pretext of justifiable comment they 
attempt to revenge their long pent up hatred of me 
because [ not only so far successfully nonplussed them, 
but censured them for their action towards me. 

I now demand from the Council an apology, or that 
they enforce the retirement of the guilty members ; and 
I most earnestly invite the members of the profession to 
comment on the subject matter, remembering that to a 
considerable extent the honour and integrity of the pro- 
fession is placed in the hands of our Council, and if we 
sanction in silence and without protest the biassed, pre- 


judioos, or worse the malicious action of that body col- 


ectively, whether it is the outcome of the animus state- 
ments of one or more of them, yet if the Council uphold 
the decision proven to be derived from mistatements of 
facts, then they become equally guilty with those who 
have acted in such a disgraceful manner. 

For the present, I ask the members of the profession 
to form their conclusion of my conduct in the matter 
from the subjoined correspondence on the subject, but if 
I do not receive the asked for request I hope the law of 
the land will compel the Council to redress the griev- 
ance caused me by their action in the matter.—Yours 


faithfully, 
Jas. McKenny, M.R.C.V.S. 


N.B.—I shall not at present comment on the wisdom 
or delicacy of feeling on the part of Mr. Mulvey in stat- 
ing that 1 was “summoned before the Registration Com- 
mittee some five years ago on a complaint from some 
veterinary surgeons in Dublin,” especially when it is 
understood, if not compulsory, that a Councillor shall 
not divulge the accuser’s name or identification, that be 
ing a matter to be kept by the Council strictly secret. 
However, I have the fullest confidence in my confréres 
(the Dublin practitioners) and know well the most of the 
other members of the profession residing in Dublin, aad 
I feel certain that not one of them whose name is on 
the Register would be guilty of the dastardly conduct of 
making so foul a charge against me on an unfounded 
accusation. 

J. McKenny. 


* Our space prevents publication of the articles. 
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Copy or CoRRESPONDENCE BETWEEN JAMES MCKENNY 
M.R.C.V.S., of 116 STEPHENS GREEN, DUBLIN, AND 
THE RoyaL CoLLEGE OF VETERINARY SURGEONS, 10 
Rep Lion Square, Lonpon, W.C. 


116 Stephens Green West, Dublin. 
February 2, 1895. 

Dear Sir,—In reply to your letter of the Ist inst., please 
inform me upon what authority your Cummittee have 
arrived at the conclusion that the title ‘ Royal Veteri- 
nary College Infirmary,” a title which I have well estab- 
lished and by which my veterinary infirmary has been 
known for many years, is now not professional for me to 
employ as heretofore. 

A long time ago I received a communication from the 
Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons on the subject of 
my using the title referred to; in reply thereto I then 
asked for the authcrity upon which I was requested to 
discontinue the use of the title, but did not receive 
any reply. 

I may further state Iam advised that I have perfect 
right to continue its use.— Yours faithfully, 

(Signed) Jas. McKenny, M.R.C.V.S. 
A. W. Hitz, Esq. 
Sec. Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons. 





Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons. 
Sclicitor’s address, 32 Essex St., Strand, W.C. 
March 30, 1895. 


Registration No, 370, re McKenny. 


Dear Sir,—The Secretary brought your letter of the 
2nd ult. before the Registration Committee, as to the 
use of the words “ Royal Veterinary College Infirmary.” 
The Committee desire me to put it to you whether the 
use of such words is in quite good taste, and whether it 
would not be a graceful thing on your part to discontinue 
them, and [| shall be happy to hear from you upon the 
subject.—I remain, dear sir, yours faithfully, 

(Signed) Gro. THATCHER. 

James McKenny, Esq., M.R.C.V.S. 





Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons, 
Solicitor’s address, 32 Essex St., Strand, W.C. 
July 21, 1896. 


Registration No, 558, re McKenny. 


Dear Sir,—Complaint has been made against you for, 
displaying a signboard with the words “ Royal Veteri- 
nary College Iafirmary and Shoeing Forge,” and I am 
desired by the Registration Committee to inform you 
that unless the same is removed, they must request your 
attendance before them t» give an explanation why they 
should not report you to the Council. I trust your im- 
mediate attention to this will prevent so disagreeable a 
necessity.— Yours faithfully, 

(Signed) Gro. THat . 

JAMES McKeEnny, Esq., M.R.C.V.S. “re 





116 Stephens Sas Nott, Dublin, 
23r 
GrorGE THATCHER, Esq. on 

Dear Sir,—In reply t» the subject matter of your com- 
munication to me of the 2ist. inst. relative to my dis- 
playing a signboard with the word: “ Royal Veterinary 
College canny and Shoeing Forge,” this is not 
critically correct, however ; you state complaint has been 
made against me forsime, I will therefore feel obliged if 
vu inform me by whom the said complaint has been 
odged, also the grounds and authority upon which I am 
requested to remove the wording of the signboard, as I 
— hoe “? whom I am to look for costs should the 

egistration Committee cause it i 
re pe me to attend before it in 


in the matter. 


established title. 


of some individual personal antipathy to me. 

Under the circumstances, should your Committee still 
consider my attendance before it necessary in the matter, 
and that the complaint be found to be trivial, unworthy 
or unjustifiable, and made with the view of causing me 
annoyance, I expect that my expenses and the loss in- 
curred by my absence from my professional duties will 
firstly be guaranteed by you on behalf of the complain- 


ant.—Yours faithfully, 
(Signed) Jas. McKenny, M.R.C.V.S. 





Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons, 
Solicitor’s address : 32 Essex St., Strand, W.C., 
25th July, 1896. 


Registration No. 558. re McKenny. 


Dear Sir,—In answer to your letter of the 23rd inst., 
I have in the first place to express regret, if through any 
inadvertence, previous letters from you have not been 
properly acknowledged. 

With regard to disclosing the name of the person who 
made the complaint, I may say that it is the rule of the 
College to regard all communications of this sort as 
confidential. 

With regard to the definite nature of the complaint, 
the feeling appears to be that the use of the words 
“ Royal Veterinary College Infirmary” is calculated to 
lead the general public to believe that the establishment 
has some official sanction, and to give the user of the 
words an advantage over his fellow practitioners. 

Your letter appears so courteous to me that it would 
afford me great gratification if we could arrange the 
matter without the necessity of your coming over. 
course, as a man of business, I perfectly well know that 
after a certain title has been used for some time it ac: 
quires a value to the person using it, but upon the 
grounds stated above, I would ask you if you cannot see 
your way to discontinue the use of those particular 
words. Possibly some other words might suit your pur 
| pose equally well.—-I remain, dear sir, yours faithfully, 

(Signed) Gro. THATCHER. 
JAMES McKenny, Esq., M.R.C.V.S. 





Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons, 
10 Red Lion Square, W.C., March 10, 1899. 

Dear Sir,—I am directed to inform you that a com 

| plaint has been lodged against you for advertising 10 the 

| public press contrary tothe Bye-law 113, a copy of whie 

| I enclose. : 

' I shall be glad to hear from you upon the subject. 

| Should you desire to make any statement in reference 

| thereto, or to appear before the Registration Committe? 
you kindly notify me ?—You" 


at its next meeting, will 
| faithfully, 
(Signed) Artour Wm. Hutt, Secretary: 
Jas. McKenny, Esq. 
| N.B.—It is not obligatory on you at this stage of ‘the 
| proceedings either to appear or to make a statement. 





I may add that about eighteen months ago, and many 
years previously, the Secretary of the Royal College of 
Veterinary Surgeons wrote me with reference to the title 
of my establishment, a title by which it has been well 
known for a considerable number of years, and on 
neither occasion was I shown the courtesy of a reply to 
the letters which I wrote asking for certain information 


I may definitely state that it is necessary for me, from 
a pecuniary standpoint, to maintain this old and well 


Of course if 1 were aware of or were shown any valid 
reasons why I should discontinue the use of the title in 
question, I would at once comply with the request of 
your Committee, but I may say that I am justified in 
believing that the complaint referred to is the outcome 
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Copy of Bye-law 113. 


Professional Conduct. 

“That advertising by Veterinary Surgeons, or causing 
or permitting other persons to advertise for them, 
whether by paid advertisement or by editorial or other 
notice in the public press, or distributing circulars, 
books, or cards relating to their professional attain- 
ments or abilities or charges, or in respect of medicines 
or appliances prepared or sold by them, amounts to con- 
duct disgraceful in a professional respect within the 
meaning of Section 6 of the Veterinary Surgeons Act, 
11881.” 





116 Stephens Green, Dublin. 
March 13, 1899. 
Dear Sir,—In reply to your letter of the 10th inst., 
wherein you state you are directed to inform me that a 


-couplaint has been lodged against me for advertising 


in the public press contrary to the Bye-law 113, as lam 


-entirely ignorant of the grounds upon which this com- 


- is based or of the facts which could justify its 
odgment, as a matter of right I therefore request you 
will be good enough to specifically point out for my in- 
formation, guidance, and enlightenment, the paper or 
ne in which the advertising referred to appears or 
as appeared, and the dates thereof. It can hardly be 


-expected that I should be satisfied with the vagueness 


of the complaint as notified to me by you, nor can I 


-allow such an insulting accusation to pass unchallenged. 


As a matter of fact where my name has appeared in the 
public papers it has generally been introduced in connec- 
nection with my patents by the traders interested in 
their sale ; personally [ have not paid for such trade 


: announcements. 


I am well aware that from time to time my name has 
been incidentally mentioned in the public press in con- 
nection with my inventions and matters of common 
professional interest, in this regard I feel I have no 
‘reason to wish that such public association with my 
calling should have been withheld ; on the contrary, I 
consider [ have the right and privilege in feeling honoured 
and proud by these unsolicited references and I may 
state that, as in the past, I will still endeavour to so 
guide my actions that, whether private or public, they 
shall be calculated to enlist favourable comment. 

[ would be sorry to think that this line of conduct, 
‘because sometimes productive of public journalistic re- 
cognition, should excite the jealousy of members of the 
profession who through apathy or from other causes have 
not been so fortunate as | or other members have been ; 
for my part I consider that honourable mention of a pro- 
' fessional gentleman in the public press—even if person- 
ally sanctioned by the person so referred to—can in no 
way be held to be a breach of professional etiquette, in 
fact the honour thus accorded the individual tends to 
uphold the dignity and add to the prestige of the pro- 
fession to which he may belong. 

his Bye-law as framed and sought to be applied 
cannot be defended on the lines either of equity or 
Justice ; asa matter of fact, as reported in The Veterinary 
Record, the Solicitor to the Council distinctly informed 
that body previous to its passing the Bye-law in the 
amended form that legally its enforcement could not be 
Sustained, yet, in the face of this opinion, it was passed : 
in other words, the Council has wittingly and knowingly 
passed a bye-law the enforcement of which would be 
apparently illegal. 
th urthermore, although ostensibly contructed to uphold 
ene Gignity and status of the profession, this enactment 
Bye if legal—can be so abused in its application as to 
the fe . an instrument of repression and persecution by 
names ity it affords for direct interference with the 
on y and independence of every member. And, as far 
can interpret the motives uf its authors, it appears 
objects they presumably seek to attain 


will not be achieved ; on the contrary, the effect of the 





rule will be to reduce recognised practical ability and 
experience to the level of mediocrity, inexperience, and 
worse, will restrain honourable ambition, and retard 
legitimate professional advancement and success. 

In conclusion, I consider that as far as [ am concerned 
the complaint in question is in all probability bora of the 
malice of the complainant—whoever he may be—and 
that he thinks this bye-law affords him, as it does, the 
opportunity for the exercise of that malice, inasmuch as 
by placing his identity 7m camera it shields him in his 
covert and unmanly accusation, and encourages this 
hitting in the dark whether the complaint be groundless 
or otherwise. In my opinion such malevolent conduct 
should be condemned instead of encouraged, as it is not 
only derogatory to the complainant himself, but shows 
to what extent this bye-law can be abused by such 
degrading and ungentlemanly conduct. 

A reply at your earliest convenience will much oblige 
—Yours faithfully, 

(Signed) Jas. Kenny, M.R.C.V.S. 

ARTHUR W. HILL, Esa. 





Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons, 
10 Red Lion Square, W.C., March 16th 1899. 


fee article in catalogue, Dublin Society's show, 1898. 


Dear Sir,—I beg to acknowledge the receipt of your 
letter of the 13th inst which shall be laid before the 
Registration Committee at its next meeting —I am, dear 
Sir, Yours very faithfully, 

ARTHUR W. HILL, Secretary. 

J. McKenny, Esq. 





116 Stephens Green, Dublin, 
27th March, 1899. 
Artuur W. Hit, Esq. 

Dear Sir,—In reply to your letter of the 16th inst 
with reference to my reply to the subject matter of your 
notification to me of the 10th inst., in 7¢ bye-law 113, | 
would have sent you an earlier acknowledgment of the 
receipt of your communication were it not that my time 
has been so fully taken up with my professional duties 
and other matters. 

In this second and formal letter you merely point out 
that the complaint made is based on—* Article in cata- 
logue Dublin Society’s Show, 1898.” 

I have carefully looked over the Royal Dublin Society’s 
Horse Show catalogue.of last year, but my name is men 
tioned only in the official list of veterinary surgeons ap- 
pointed by the Society ; however, as during the show 
week Messrs. Dollard, Dublin, issued a publication enti- 
tled “ Royal Dublin Society’s Horse Show 1898 Exhibi- 
tors Handbook and Circular,” in which appeared, 
amongst others, two contributions of mine ; it is to these 
you probably allude. 

lf permitted, I must first record my objection against 
that official mode of procedure which, on the lodgment of 
acomplaint, forthwith places the individual in the posi- 
tion of defendant without preliminary investigation into 
the justifiability or groundlessness of the complaint, by 
calling on him to reply to what may prove to be a vexa- 
tious, malicious or frivolous charge ; and this I hold to 
be the case in the complaint lodged against me. 

As regards the svalaien in question, the circumstances 
attending their publication are these: I wrote them at 
the special request of a friend of mine (a Mr. Kelly) who 
called on me and pressed me to Jet him have an article 
on each of the subjects dealt with, that he would take 
my doing so as a great personal favour as he stated he 
was materially interested in the success of the publica- 
tion. 

I allowed them to be published under my own name to 
give them whatever weight attached to my personality 
and qualifications, and it is now sought to put the com- 
plexion of deliberate personal advertisement upon my 
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action in this matter, an insinuation which I warmly and 
unhesitatingly repudiate. 

Professionally, I am quite satisfied to depend mainly 
upon that advertisement of which surgical ability and 
medical skill is the outcome. I could even understand 
the bye-law being brought into operation against me if 
there existed any reasonable or prima fucie evidence of 
intent to seek personal advertisement of myself in an im- 
proper manner by means of these articles, or if by any 
stretch of imagination the articles could be considered 
derogatory either to myself or to the profession: but I 
feel that neither my action on the one hand, or the 
articles on the other, are open to such distortion, I there- 
fore most strongly protest against the false, strained, and 
sophistical construction of the motives ascribed to me, 
and deny that this is a case in which the bye-law shotild 
be enforced. 

I can conceive many other instances in which the in- 
tent of Sec. 6 of the Veterinary Surgeons Act, 1881, can 
be wrongfully applied and perverted, it is therefore 
desirable that every member of the profession should 
know where reason and honesty in its application ends, 
and perversion of its intent—with the accompanying in- 
vasion of individual right— begins. 

It seems to me that this new development in the 
application of the rule means that a Member of the 
College will henceforth be considered as offending against 
the bye-law should he have the temerity to write under 
his own name in the daily press, the periodicals, or other 
non-professional publications, a restriction which is at 
variance with the liberty enjoyed by members of every 
other learned profession, and inasmuch as it appears to 
impose this restriction, it therefore becomes a panting 
menace to the liberty and independence of every member 
of our profession. 

And, since the action taken in my regard supports this 
view, I request to be definitely informed whether it also 
debars me from advertising in the public press or other- 
wise inventions of mine which I have patented, that I 
must not do so whether directly or indirectly, in a word, 
that it calls upon me to forfeit my right to the use of 
the press or “her such recognised mediums of bringing 
these inventions under the notice of the public ? 

I will take a case in point. I have recently patented 
a system of electric traction which may or may not ptove 
of considerable financial value to me ; now, do the exi- 
gencies of what is the most lately held views of proper 
professional conduct call upon me to forego the advan- 
tages which its successful exploitation in the public press 
might bring, or if I do advertise it must I conceal my 
identity and the fact that I am a Member of the 
College ? 

I will state another case. Having had the advantage 
of several years training in one of the largest pharma- 
ceutical chemical laboratories in Ireland, and as the 
result of years of patient experimental observation and 
practical experience in the application of the knowledge 
therein gained, and that imparted to me during my pro- 
fessional studies, I have perfected a medicinal prepara- 
tion (a liniment) which [ find to be immeasurably 
superior to any application used for like purposes, so 
much so that I consider it a valuable proprietary article 
which if placed on the market would on its own merits 
command a large sale with corresponding profit to my- 
self. Isit expected of me that I must not take advan- 

tage of the press, the most profitable and successful 
medium for its exploitation, also that I must surrender 
my legitimate right to reap the full profit realisable out 
of this scientific discovery, and that I shall have to be 
content to labour under this disability because it is ruled 
by a few gentlemen that in advertising it my so doing 
would amount to what, no doubt, they would call dis- 
graceful professional conduct, but which ruling, if put to 
a vote of the entire profession, would in all probability 
be condemned if not by a sweeping majority at least by 





a very respectable number of its members. Having re- 
gard to the just, as distinguished from the strained and 


sophistical, interpretation of the intent of Section 6 of 
the Veterinary Surgeons Act, 1881, I would venture to 


say that no member will, I think, object to the imposi- 
tion of authoritative restraint upon a member of the 

rofession who advertises himself either invidiously,or 
in any other manner at the expense of the reputation or 
standing of his fellow members, or where it is plain such 
public announcement flagrantly offends against good 
taste, or is unbecoming a gentleman ; but will the Coun- 
cil hold that that the young and deserving practitioner 
should be interdicted from introducing the whereabouts 
of his establishment to public notice by means of a 
simple advertisement, though that bar may consign him, 
perhaps for years, to wander in the wilderness of com- 
parative public oblivion, where, if permitted, such public 
announcement would bring him his fair share of public 
patronage ? 

Members of the Council and well known practitioners 
are usually gentlemen of professional standing and estab- 
lished practice, and, as such, this restraint upon younger 
members may be held by some as militating altogether in 
favour of the former, and tends to what may be describ- 
ed as monopoly in practice. I certainly consider that the 
young practitioner who takes this view of this limita- 
tion of his liberty has ample justification for doing so. I, 
for one, and I am sure there are many other old practi- 
tioners, would not impose the bar. 

There are many other circumstances under which the 
wisdom of enforcing the bye-law may be questicned, but 
I will not here recite them. If Sec. 6 of the Veterinary 
Surgeons Act of 1881 is to be fairly, justly, and discrim!- 
nately interpreted, and upon which this faulty bye-law 
is framed, the question to my mind which should engage 
the consideration of the Council committee is not the 
question as to whether this or that constitutes an adver- 
tisement, but rather is the conduct of the individual, 
whether it be in his contributions to the public press, 
editorial notice, or otherwise, derogatory to his good re- 
pute and self-respect, and thereby calculated to lessen or 
degrade the character of his profession and thus fal 
within the meaning of the Act. 

The whole matter is one which should be brought out 
of the region of mere professional sentiment and sophis- 
try into the domain of common sense ; it is only then 
we can arrive at a really dignified appreciation of what 
is called for in our professional conduct and private 
character as members of the profession. 

I would say that even members of the Council feel 
satisfaction in the eulogistic expressions of their clients, 
but would they feel less gratified by the less important 
though nevertheless highly advantageous recognition 0 
their distinction and success when brought to public 
knowledge through the medium of the press, notwith- 
standing that such recognition is penalised according ' 
the strictly literal interpretation and latest reading of the 
bye-law, and for which references the individual 1s. 4) 
parently made responsible. And I would ask the further 
question, which of those sincere, fastidious or — 
sticklers after what they profess to be the proper standar 
of professional conduct and etiquette object to that form 
of advertisement which the profitable and Jaudable exer 
cise of his faculties in directions outside of his immediat® 
professional calling favours, even if the publicity w4! 
not infrequently accompanies such exertions operates to 
his professional advantage? I submit that we are 3 
liable to err in our collective as wel! as in our get 
judgement, and if we thereby fall short of that hig 
estimate in which we were previously held, surely S¥° 
unintentional error should not be considered so derogatr} 
as to warrant the threat of expulsion from the ra? . - 
the profession as conveyed in the application of the ; of 
law ; nor, I hold, should it be characterised by @ ¥° 
such insignificant import as “disgraceful ”. 
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Many gentlemen would be inclined to aver that that 
word is more justly applicable to the action of the 


Council in passing bye-law 113 or other measure so 


elastic as to be capable of causing such unwarrant- 
able grievous annoyance and harrassing interference 
with the honourable pursuit of their professional 
calling if it is intended to have it understood that in 
future it is to operate on the lines on which it has been 


called into requisition in dealing with the articles to 


which you have directed my attention. 

I do not fora moment doubt the sincerity of those 
who proposed and supported the amendment to the bye- 
law, but I certainly question their legislative wisdom, 


-and as the measure is one requiring the very highest 


administrative discrimination where applied, I hope I 
will not be considered contumacious if I express the 
opinion that in case it be held that in having written the 


_articles named in the publication mentioned, and under 


the circumstances stated, I have brought myself within 
the pile of professional censure ; this judgement would 
then furnish an example of the marked absence of that 
necessary and just discrimination demanded owing to 
the latitude it offers for the employment of oppressive 
restriction. 

And [| can only reconcile that judgment with the 
existence of a highly-inflated, exaggerated, or unduly 
weighty sense of the importance attaching tv the dignity, 
status and character of the profession, a standard human- 
ly impossible of attainment, not to speak of its fatal 
influence on the exercise of honourable professional 
-activity. 

In conclusion I would say that there are many mem- 
bers outside the Council room who are equally as jealous 
of the reputation of the profession, and I would claim to 
be allowed to include myself amongst that number. 
And, as from the standpoint of private right and pro- 
fessional liberty the just interpretation of the Sec. is 
fraught with grave importance, I will endeavour to have 
the issues involved in this case brought to a proper and 
equitable determination, if necessary in a court of law. 
Therefore, I request you will be good enough to submit 
my remarks in their entirety to the Committee for con- 
sideration, and favour me with its decision for my 
‘guidance in the further action I may consider it necessary 
and be advised to take in the matter.— Yours faithfully, 

(Signed) Jas. McKenny, M.R.C.V.S. 





_ Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons, 
Solicitor’s Address, 32 Essex Street, Strand, W.0. 
29th March, 1899. 
Registration No. 886, re McKenny. 
l a Sir,—The whole of the complaint and papers in- 
‘ain te your two letters to the Secretary of the 13th and 
oe have been referred to me for investigation and 
q Please do not trouble yourself on the subject unless you 
ear from the Secretary or myself. 
Yours faithfully, (Signed), Gro. Tuatcuer. 
J. McKewny, Esq., M.R.C.V.S. 





116 Stephen’s Green West, Dublin, 

Qo 

Gro nian a init 3lst March, 1899. 
29th in Sir,—I am in receipt of your communication of the 
ee — wherein you inform me that the whole of the 
emdins ten {made against me for alleged advertising) and 
i3th « ry uding my two letters to the Secretary of the 
seston A 27th instants have been referred to you for in- 

“rT eation and report. 

Pog i of the protest I have entered against the allega- 
van —ee for the judgment of the Council on the 
eeferred ¢ tor its ruling on the other matters particularly 
© in my letter of the 27th instant tothe Secretary, 


ean me totake you seriously when you 

Te :. you y y 

ply by requesting me not to trouble myself on the subject 
ear from the Secretary or yourself, and that 


Unless [ h 





this evasion of the issues raised affords me the satisfaction 
which as a member of the College, and on the ordinary 
principles of fair play as the accused party. I have a right 
to demand in this case. If this be the position taken up, 
I can then only regard such supercilious and unceremonial 
denial of my claim to a satisfactory investigation and ruling 
on the points raised as markedly discourteous to myself 
personally, and in conflict with that proper treatment 
which every member is entitled to expect at the hands of 
the executive of the College. 

To reduce this matter to its more immediate bearings ; 
in the first place I am charged with the commission of an 
offence against the canons of professional propriety, the 
complainant’s inentity is withheld—affording where personal 
hostility exists a safe means for the infliction of the annoy- 
ance consequent on vexatious or fabricated charges—and 
those whose office it should rather be to protect members 
against treacherous and unjustifiable imputations upon 
their professional honour and conduct, assume my guilt. and 
I am, so to speak, placed on my defence to answer to what 
I consider a most unwarrantable and insulting charge, and 
one which should never have been entertained for a moment. 

I reply to that charge, and am told that I need not trouble 
myself on the subject unless I hear from the Solicitor to the 
College, or the Secretary ; in other words, it is attempted to 
place me in the humiliating position of being liable to come 
up for judgment when called upon, without the merits of 
the case having even been authoritatively determined. 

Now this sort of thing is indecent, simply intolerable, and 
its possibility of occurrence unworthy the government of 
any honourable profession. I am loth to believe that the 
Council delegates such power to the legal gentlemen it em- 
ploys, that this procedure has the approval of even one of its 
members, that it could possibly have the sanction of that 
body as a whole, composed as it is of gentlemen elected to 
that high position by the votes of their professional brethren, 
or that the Council could regard it in any other light than 
that of being most inconsistent with that mutual respect 
which should obtain amongst every member of the profession, 
and the relations which sbould exist between the governing 
body and individual members. 

In striving after the realisation of unattainable, impossi- 
ble idea's, we are all apt to run riot in our judgment as to 
the fitness of things, and the Council-room above all should 
be the very last nursery place for the cultivation of such 
fantasies, charged as its members are with the essentially 
common-sense and practical dispensation of the laws govern- 
ing the professional community over which they are called 
on to preside. And, while I value the high honour which 
membership of the College confers, I also esteem my right 
to the enjoyment of professional liberty. with freedom from 
the unreasonable interference which the entertainment of 
these fantasies begets, 

For my part, since I have been officially notified of the 
imputation made against me, I am not disposed to let it 
stand in the uncertain position in which by the arbitrary 
and cavalier manner adopted it is attempted to place it. 

The complaint is one which calls for retraction, or else 
supplies justification for my condemnation, but since I 


conceive it to be a charge which at the very outset should 
have been discountenanced, and for the lodgment of which 
the complainant should have been rebuked. 
redress for the annoyance to which I have been subjected 
by referring the matter to professional criticism, public 
opinion, or legal adjudication, as I may approve and be 
advised by my legal representatives. 


I will seek 


I again request that the questions which I have put in 


the case will be definitely answered in their entirety. 


Yours faithfully, (Signed), J. McKenyy, M.R.C.V.S. 





Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons, 
Solrs. Address, 32 Essex St, Strand, London, W.C. 
4th April, 1299. 
Registration No. 886 re McKenny. 
Dear Sir,—I am in receipt of your letter of the 31st ulto, 


and extremely regret you should think I am treating you 
in a supercilious and cavalier manner, I can assure you I 
had no intention of the sort, on the contrary, I wrote with 
a view to save you what might be useless anxiety and 
trouble. 
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My report will go in in due course, if the Registration 
Committee think there is a case for you to answer, you will 
have every opportunity of doing it; if on the other hand 
they think there is no case, then you will not be troubled 
about it. 

I can only repeat my regret that what was meant by me 
as a kindly and friendly action, should have been construed 
as being entirely the reverse.—I remain, dear sir, 

Yours faithfully (Signed) Gro. THatcHER. 
Jas. McKenny, Esq., M.R.C.V.S. 





116 Stephens Green West, Dublin, 
6th April, 1899. 
Geo. THatcHEeR, Esq. 

Dear Sir,—In reply to your letter of the 4th inst, you are 
mistaken in assuming that T associate you personally with 
my protest against the dominant and rather patronising 
tone of your communication of the 29th ult, and in inform- 
ing me that that letter was inspired by kindly and friendly 
feelings, for the assurance of which I am obliged and un- 
reservedly accept, I, on my part, wish to disclaim having 
entertained the thought that you would be personally guilty 
of deliberate discourtesy towards me. 

However, from my position in relation to the main issues 
involved, you will quite understand that I am constrained 
to look upon any communication addressed by you to me in 
this matter as being distinctly and solely official, and that 
it is therefore impossible for me to disassociate you from 
your position as legal adviser to the Council. 

It is in the foregoing sense I still consider your favour of 
the 29th ult discourteous by reason of its supercilious and 
patronising tone, as the issues raised are such as do not call 
for or admit of the interposition of your good offices in my 
regard between myself and the executive within whose 
province it is to decide the case. I therefore see no justifica- 
tion for being thus placed, whether willingly or unwillingly, 
under the obligation which your intimation that I need not 
trouble myself further on the subject unless I hear from the 
Secretary or yourself plainly implies. 

If I were to offer an explanation for the attitude thus 
adopted, there are two reasons which would suggest them- 
selves: either you are delegated discretionary powers by 
which the disposal of such matters is left largely, if not 
absolutely, to your judgment, or else your action in the 
matter has been dictated by the desire to facilitate official 
withdrawal from an unjustifiable position, while the excuse 
for that withdrawal is to be conveniently found in ostensible 
leniency towards myself. 

What I do and will continue to protest against is the 
system which on the lodgment of an absurd and vexatious 
complaint makes these annoying proceedings possible, or 
allows of the unjustifiable straining of the meaning of 
Sec. 6 or any other clause of the Veterinary Surgeons Act 
1881, or where questions arising out of the issues raised 
are ignored, though as in questions put by me they may 
materially bear upon what are officially the rights and 
limits of professional liberty held to come within the mean- 
ing of the Act. 

As I said before, I want or expect nothing but fair honest 
and reasonable treatment as » member of the profession 
from the executive and : overning body, and if judged by 
the common sense, impartial, and legal rigid aspects of the 
case I consider and feel [ have no occasion to dread the 
consequences of the action upon which the complaint is 
based, or for that matter of any other action of mine. 
mA a request you to inform me at your 

rlies ivenience when will the Committee appointed to 
adjudicate this case sit? It will, I think, be hardly con- 
sidered unreasonable for me to expect that, when it does 
sit, the questions which [ have put in connection with 
other issues arising out of this case will be then answered 
that if it is considered the case is one which affords no 
reasonable grounds for being entertained, 1 will at least be 
informed of that fact, and that if it is held that by the 
institution of officixl proceedings in this case it tends to 
show that the Bye-law 113 requires amendment or revision 
I will also be given the pleasure of knowing that the in. 
justice to which I have been subjected will at any rate 
nave been the means of saving others from similar worry 
trouble, and annoyance.—Yours faithfully, ; 


(Signe?), Jas. McKenny, M.R.C.V.S. 





Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons, 
Solicitor’s Address, 32 Essex Street, Strand, W.C, 
8th April, 1899. 


Registration No. 86 re McKenny. 

Dear Sir,—In the absence of Mr. Thatcher, I beg to ac- 
knowledge the receipt of your letter of the 6th inst, which 
shall be laid before him on his return to town. 

Yours faithfully, (Signed), Cas. Davis. 

J. McKenny, M.R.C.V.S. 





Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons, 


Solicitor’s Address, 32 Essex Street, Strand, W.C.. | 


12th April, 1899. 
Registration No. 886, re McKenny. 


Dear Sir,—I beg to acknowledge the receipt of your § 
letter of the 6th inst, and am sorry it has not been attended 


to sooner, but this has occurred in consequence of my 
absence from town since Friday last. The Registration 
Committee will sit to-morrow, when I will bring the 
correspondence before them. If you wish to be present 
when the matter is discussed. will you please send a tele- 
gram the first thing in the morning, and I will then take 


care that this case stands over till the next meeting, of § 


which I will see that you have due notice. 

You will quite understand that the Registration Com- 
mittee never hears a case in a man’s absence, but that 
matters have to be brought before them in the first instance 
to satisfy them whether there is anything for a person t 
answer or not, if there is, they invite him to come to the 
next meeting to answer it. 

I remain, dear sir, yours faithfully, 
(Signed), Gro. THaTcHER. 
James McKenny, Esq., M.R.C.V.S. 


Dublin, 14th April, 1899. 
(Telegram). 
Gro. TuatcHer, 32 Essex Street, Strand, London. 
Your letter just received. In my opinion there is not the 
least occasion for my attending the referred to meeting. 
McKeEnxy. 





Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons, 
Solicitor’s Address, 32 Essex Street, Strand, W.C. 
14th April, 1899. 
Registration No. 886, re McKenny. 

Dear Sir,—-I have just received your telegram. My lette? 
seems to have been delayed, it ought to have been delivered 
yesterday. Not having heard from you, the case came 
before the Registration Committee yesterday in due course, 
and the Committee instruct me to say that in their opinio 
there is nothing to call upon yop to answer. 

Yours faithfully, Gzo. THatcHES. 

J. McKenny, Esq., M.R.C.V.S. 





Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons, | 
10 Red Lion Square, W.C., Dec. 7, 1901, 


Dear Sir,—Will you kindly communicate with Mr. W. & 
Byrne of Roscommon, and Mr. C. Allen of 35 Nott 
Frederick Street, Dublin, Members of Council, asking them 
if they can conveniently attend the Written Examinatioo 
in Dublin, giving them all particulars as to time and = 
of examination, I will send you the papers and — 
for the students use as soon as possible.— Yours faithfully, 

(Signed), Arruur W. Hit, - 
J. McKenny, Esq., Dublin. 


P.S.—At the Examination Committee Meeting, ! yoo 
quested to ask you to please in future to conduct all co 
pondence on the R.C.V.S. upon plain paper. 
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